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Bridget Ratliffe, Lady Ftzwaters : Robert 2 
Greene, wiſhetli increaſe of honor "154, oO 
and vertue. oy 


Tothe right honourable the Lady + 


Ight beaurifull and bountiful La. 

'| dy, finding my ſelfe humbly de- 
uoted tothe Right honourable 
the Lord Fitzwaters your huf. 
band, not onely that Iam borne 
his, but alſo for the gracious ac- 
ceptaunce of a ſmall Pamphlet 
written by an other, and preſcnted to him by me, 
I endeuoredany way and euery way that I might, 
to diſcouer my affectionate dutie to him by ſome 
ſcoller-like labours that I began to toſſe ouer the 
firſt frutes of my witts wrapt vp as ſcollers treaſurs 
be, in looſe papers that I might ſift out ſome thing 
worthie his honor, but finding all worthleſſe of 
his Lordſhip, at laſt I lighted vpon this fiction of 
Venetian Philomela which I had writen long ſince 
& kept charily being pend at the requeſt ofa Coun- 
teſſe in this land to approue wemens chaſtitie, 
aſlone as I had red it ouer and reduced it into 
forme lickinge it a lyttle as the beares doe their 
whelpes to bring them to perfection, J haue re- 
ſolucd to make good my duty to his Lordſhip in 
doing homage with my ſimple labours to your 
Ladiſhip knowing ſeruice don to the wife is gratefi- 
ed in the huſband) wherupon I preſume to preſent 
the dedication ot chaſt Philomela to your honor 
and to chriſten it in your Ladiſhips name, calling 
it the Lidye Fitzwaters Nightingalle as if ] 
* ſhould 
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Tue Epiſtle Dedicatury. 
ſhould infinuate a compariſon twixt you and him 
' ofgquall and honorable vertucs . Imitating heer- 
in Maiſter Abraham France, who titled the Lamen- 


rations of Aminta; vader the name of the Coun- 
teſſe of Penbrookes Iaie Church: for heerein your 
L11yſhip had farre more perfections then yeres & 


more in ward excelence then externe beutie, yet ſo 


beutilul as few ſo fair though none more vertuous, 


I thought the legand of an honorable and chaſte 


Lidie. Would be gratefull to your honour whoſe 
mind is wholy delighted in chaſt thoughts, keping 


herein a perfect decorũ to appropriat the nature of 


the gift to the cõtent of the perſon. For ſuch as offer 
incence to Venus burn mirr mixed with Eringion. 
Thoſe that glory Pallas giue her a ſhield: Dians pre- 
ſent a bow: witty poemes ate fitt for wiſe heades 
and examples of honor for ſuch as triumphe in 
vertue ſo that ſeing there hath few led more chaſte 
then an Italian Philomela I thought none only 
more fitt to patronyſe her honors then your Lady- 
ſhip whoſe chaſtety is as far ſpred as you are eyther 
knowne or ſpoken of, yt then my well meaning 
may not be miſconſtrued but my preſumptio par- 
doned and my labours fauered with your gratious 
acceptation I haue what I aimed at and what] ex- 
pected, in the hope of which courteſie ſetting 
downe my reſt I humbly take my leaue. 


Your Ladyſhipps in all 
dutitull ſeruice 
Robart Greene. 
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TO THE GENT LEMEN REA- 
ders, Health, 


F the contents of lines could at life di- 

Aſcouer the coller of the face, you ſhould 
4 =} 3 ſee m) 2 cheeles many- 
Ax eſt my open folies, but ſein can- 
= 2 5 confeſe - b 
ws bly craue pardon I promiſed gentlem?, 
both in my Mourning Garment & Farwell to Folies 
neuer to buſie my ſclfe about any wanton pamphlets again, 
nor to haue my braine counted ſo adle as to ſett out any 
matter that were amerous, but yet am Icom contrary 0 
vom and promiſe once ageine to the preſſe with a labour 
of lou? which I hatched leng agoc, thouzh now brought 


feurt! zo lizht, If the printer had not bene I wauld hauc 


had it thruſt out as an or phant without any name to fa- 
ther it : but at his earneſt intreatie I was content to ſub- 
ſcribe, thoagh ] abideyour hard cenſures and angrie 
frownes for a penance. J herefare ſith the warke was writ 
aſore my wow and publiſbed wvppon duty to ſo hononrable 
and bewiſuil a L1dy : I humbly ſue for fauour, and 
craue that you will beare with this fault, and hold mt 
enery way excuſed:which courteſie if you grant me 1 hane 
more than 1 deſernt , and as much as my deſire euerie 


way can wiſh, and ſo farewell. 


Yours, Robert Greene. 
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The Lady Fitz-waters 
Nightingale. 


/ 


Pere dwelled in the Cittie of Venice 
q nere the Rialto, an Carls of great ex- 
V>|.cellence, both foz the deſcent al his pa- 
[Sj rentage,and largeneſle of his patrumo- | 
3 8 nie, called Il Conte Ph. llippo Medico, 
a Vla gentleman euery way, not onelie by 
birth: as being by tbe mol hers ſide of the A milii, but e- 
uerie waie furniſht with ciuill vertues foꝛ peace, and 
martiall vallvur fo2 the warres as polliticke at home as 
reſolufe abꝛoad: reuerent of all, not fo; his gray heares 
fo2 he was poong, but fo2 his many vertues wherein he 
ouerwent men of age. This Conte Phillippo hadde by 
the fauour of Foꝛtune and his owne fozclight, linked 
bimſelſe to a yonge Gentlewoman in mariage called 
Phylomela Celii,at that time the woonder of Venicc;not 
fo; hir beauty, though Itaſĩe affoozdednone ſo faire, noz 
foz hir do w2ie, though ſhe were the only daughter of the 
Duke of Aillain: but foz the admy2able honozs of hir 
mind, which were ſo many and matchleſle, that vertus 
ſemnedto haue plantet there the paradiſe of hir perfect- 
ons: hir age ercaded not xvii, yet appeared there ſucha 
ſimmetry of moze then womanly excellence in every ac- 
tion of this Venetian paragon that Italic held hir life as 
an intance of all counnendable qualities: ſhe was mo⸗ 
deſt wi:hout ſullenneſle, and ſilent not as a foole, but bi⸗ 
cauſe ſhe would not be counted a blab i chaff, and pet not 
cop, ſoꝛ the pooꝛeſt of all held hit courteous : though ſhe 
was poong, vet er to gad noz to gaſe noʒ 
"+ O to 


| honlefo; trafike (fo2:the greateſt menne in Venice blen 


theſe bet mixt fears and hope he built caſtles in the apꝛe 


Philemela. 
te haue hir beautie made common fo every bad compa- 
niens tie. the vale ſhe vſed fo hir face was the couert of 
hir ewne bouſc ; fo2 ſhe neuer woulde goe abꝛoad but in 
tbe company of hir huſband, and then with ſuch baſhful- 
nelle, that ſhe ſeemed to hold hir ſclfe faultie in ſtepping 
beyond the ſhatow of hir owne manſien: thus was Phi- 
lomela famous foz hir exquiſite vertues, and Philippo 
fo:tunate foz eniopeng ſo vertuous a paramour. But as 
there is no Antidat ſo pꝛetious but being tempered with 
Antimonie is mfcctious : noz no hart ſo ſcueraign good, 
but art can make imply ill, ſo Phillippo was not ſo ci 
mendable fo2 ſome god parts, as after wards bad thoght 
of foz ſome vnwozthy qualities. Foz thengh bee had a. 


to pleiſe his eie, and honeft to content dis bumoz, vet in 


feking to quit vertues with loue, be fo oner- 
toned hir, that he plagued hir moze with it louſy then re⸗ 
compentt dir , infomuch that with a deepe 
inlight entring into the conſideration of hir beawty any 


hir youth, be began to ſuſpea that ſach as frequented his 


marchandiſe) wore rather daa lone thithcr by a deſire to 
ſce his wife then fo2 the ſpcciall vſe of any other his com 
modities. Fieding vpon this paſſion that gnaweth line 


enuy vpon hir owne fleſh, he called to minde to which ok 


bis friends ſhe ſhe wed the moſt gratious lookes, vppon 
whom ſhe glaunſt the noſt (miling fauonrs, whoſe car · 
vcr tho would be at the table, to whom ſhe would dzink, 
and who had moſt curteous intertamment at hir hands, 
theſe men he did both ſuſpect and enup,as thoſc to whom 
be thought his wife fo: thoſe granted fauours molbaffecs 
tionate, Pet when he called to mind hir edaſt vertues, 
and did ruminate the particularities ofhis loues toward 
bimſelfe, he ſuppꝛeſt the ſuſpitious flame of ielouſy with 
the aſſured pos of hit inuinſpble chaſtity, hammering 


and 


wife enery way anſwerable to his owne wiſh, both fair 


Philomela. 
and reacht beyonde the mene: one while ſwearing all 
women were falle and inconffant, and then againe pꝛo⸗ 
feſting if all were ſo, y2t not all bicauſe Philomela was 
not ſo; In this gealous quandary bet vcd to himlelfe 
this quaint diſcourſe , If loue bee a bleſſing Philippo as 
pet pꝛoues in the ends inoll bitter, howe bieſt are they 
that neuer make trial af ſo ſow2r a ſweet, a child unge 
with a be wil fly {rom the hunnicombe, ſuch as are byt- 
ten with vipers, will feare to flepe on the grafſe 2 but 
men toucht with the inconnenience of fancie, hunt with 
fighes to enrich themlelucs with that paſſion : what con 
queſt haue ſuch as win faire women? Even the like by- 
gozie that Alexander had in ſubduing the Scythians re- 
conciled friendes, whoe the moe they flattered him the 
moe he miſtruſted. ©cauty is like the herbe Larix,cols 
in the water but hot in the ſtomach : pꝛettous white it is 
A bloſſome, but pzcindiciall grown to a frute : a iein not 
fo be valued if ſet in vertue, bat diſgraſt with a bad foile 
like a ring of gold in a ſwines ſnowt : pet what comfozt 
is there in life if man dad no ſolace ; but man, women 
areſwet helpes and thoſe kind creatures that god made 
to perfect vp mens excellence . Truth Philippo thepbes 
wonders of nature, if they wꝛong not nature; and admi⸗ 
rable angels if they would not be dzawn with augelsto 
become devils. Dh flatter not thy ſclfc in flattering them 
foz where they find ſubmiſl ion, there they pzoclaim con- 
tempt ; and if thou makeſt them thy mate, they wil giue - 
thee (ach a checkmate that happply thou ſhalt lius by the 
loſe all thy life after: what nads this inuectiye humoz 
againſt women, when thou haſt ſach a wife as enerps 
way is abſolute both fog beauty and vertue? let ſuch as 
bane beene ſtung with the ſcozpien be warnd, ſpeak theu 
as thou ſindeſt, and then thou wilte ſay that women are 
creatures as excellent in miade, as thep bee Fngular in 
complerion :as farre bepond men in inward bertues,as 
theycrced men in exterio2 beautics J grant al this, vet 
Philippo thz iuice of þ Belcbozens is poiſon, the * 
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Philomela, 
the Aliſander leaucs bee, the moze bitter is the ſappe, 
eucry out ward appearaunce is not an autbenticall in- 
ſtance, women haue chaſt cies when they haue wanton 
thoughts, and modeſt lokes when they harbour laſciui⸗ 
ous wiches: the Cagle when he ſoareth ntereſt fo the 
ſonne, then he houers foꝛ his pꝛeie, the Salamander is 
moſt warme when hee lieth furtheſt from the ue, and 
then are women moſt harthollo we when they are moſt 
lip- holie, and by theſe pꝛemiſſes, Philippo, argue of thy 
wines pzectſenefſe, fo2 though ſhe ſeeme chaſt, yet mare 
ſhe ſecretly delight in chaunge, and though bir counte- 
naunce be cop to all, yet hir conſcience may be courteous 
to ſome one, when the ſonne ſhines moſt gariſh it foꝛe- 
ſhewes a ſho wer, when the birds ſing earlye, there is a 
ſtozme befoze night, womens flattcries are no moze to 
be truſted than Aſtronomers Alinanackes, that pꝛoclai- 
meth that foz a moſt faire dape that pz oucs molt clow- 
dye, and ſo of Philomela . As thus the Countie Phi- 
lippo was iarring with himſclf about this humoꝛ of iea- 
louſie, there came to him while hee ſafe (fo2 all this while 
be was in an Arbour in his Garden) a familiar friend 
of his called Signcor Giouanni Luteſio, fo pꝛiuatt vnts 
the Earle in all bis ſecrete affaires, that hee concealed 
nothing from him which came within the cam paſſe of 
his thoughts, this Signeor Giouanni laing the Countie 
Ina bzown tuvp, wakened him of his muſe with a mers 
rie greeting, and bad a xcante fo2 his thought:the Earle 
ſeeing bis ſecond ſelle ug oily repoſtozie of his pꝛiuate 
paſſions, entertayncd hun very curtcoully , and after 
ſome familiar ſpechcs vd betwirt them , Giouan bes 
gan to queſtion what the cauſe was of that melanchoite 


dumpe that he found him in: he Carle fetching a great 


ſigh taking Luteſio by the hand, ſetting him vowns by 
him, began to rehearſe from point to. point what a tealt- 
dus ſuſpition hea had of his wines beautie, and that fo; 
all ths ſhew of hir _— he ſomwhat doubted of hir 
chaſtitie. 


Set; e at He re DP ba IE Marfan bet 


HO; 4 oe le rr DG a REIN Lf Vat tf, 


he bꝛoke with Signeor Giouanni Luteſio,that he ſhould 


thaſtitie. Giouanni who with a reverent loue fauoured 


the Counteſſe, beganne ſomewhat ſharpely to repzonue 
the Earle, that hee ſhould admit of ſo foliſhe a paſſion as 
icaloufie,and miſconſter of hir whoſe vertuous life was 
ſo famous thꝛongh al Venice: As ſuſpicious heads want 
not ſophiſtrie to ſupplie their miſtruſt, ſo Philip at that 
time was not barren ol arguments to pꝛoue the ſuhtil · 
tie of women, their inconſtancie, how they wer faced like 
Janus, hauing one full of furrowes, the other of miles, 
ſwearing her ſhould neuer bee merrie at his hart, till he 
had made an afſared pꝛofe ok hir chaſtitie,and with that 


be the man to make experience ol hir honeſt ie, although 
the Gentleman were very vnwillung to take ſuch a taſk 
in hande, doubting leaſt in dallieng with the flaine, be 
might burne his fingar, and fo iniurie his friende, yet at 
the impoztunat intreatie of Phili ppo, he pꝛomiſed to vn⸗ 
dertake the matter, and by all meanes poſſible to aſſault 
the inuintible Foꝛt of hir chaſtitie, pꝛoteſting that ik her 
ſound bir pliant to liſten to his paſſ ions, he would make 
it manifeſt to him without oiſſembling, Philippoglad of 
this, lo graunt Giouanni opoztunitieto court his wife, 
would be moꝛe often abzoad , and that he mighte d2iue 
bir the ſooncr to liſten vnto his ſute, he vicd not that 
woonled loue end familtaritye that he was accuſto- 
med to doe, but quitted all hir dutikull fauours with vn- 
couth and diſdayn full frownes, (6 that pooze Philome- 
Ja who knew nothing of this compaced trecherte, began 
to woonder what had altered hir huſbands woonted bu- 
mour, and like a good wife ſhe began to examin bir own 
conſcience, wherein ſhe had giuen him any occaſion of of- 
fcnſe,feling hir ſelfe quiltlefTe ( vnleſſe his own conceit 
deceiued him) ſhee imagined that hir huſbande affected 
ſame other Ladie moze than hir ſclfe, which imagination 
the concealed with patie nce, and refolucd not by reuca- 
ling it, to retriue him from his ne we inter tained lancie, 
53 but 
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Philomela. 

but with obevience, lone, and ſilence ta reconer hir Phi- 
lippo to fauor none but his Philomela. While thus hir 
minde a little ſuſpitisus began to mauer, Lutctio began 
to lay his baites to botray this ſiliie innocent. Bowe you 
malt imagine ber was a pong Gentleman of a good 
bouſe,of no meane wealth, noz any way made info2tu- 
nate by nature, fo: hee was counted the molt fine and 
courtly Gentleman in al Venice. This Luteſio therfo2s 
ſeking fit opo2tunitie to find Padame Philomcla in a 
merrie vaine(foz Time is called that Cappillata Mini- 
ſtra, that fauours Lovers in their — watched ſq 
narrowly,that he found the Counteſſc ſitting al alone in 
bir Garden, plaieng vpon a Lufs many pꝛetie Kounde- 
laies, Bozgincts,$Þadzigals,and ſuch pleaſant LcCons, 
al as it were amozous lone vowed in honour of Venus, 
inging to dir Lute many pꝛetie and merie ditties, ſoms 
ol hir ewne compoſing, and ſome wzitten by ſome wit- 


tis Gentlemen of Venice, thinking now time pad ſmile. 


dyon him by putting hir in ſuch an humo/ous veing. Ac 
lat he beard hir warble cut this plca canc Ode. 


Pblemelas Ode that (he [uns in 
hir none gx K 


— g by a riuer (ide, 
Where a ſilent ſtreame did glide. 


Muſe I did of many things, 1 
That the mind in 
1 


brings. 
gan thinke how ſome men deeme, 
Gold their god, and ſome eſleeme 
Honour is the cheefe content, 
That to man in life is lent. 


And ſome others doe contend, 
Quiet none like to a ſtiend. 
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Philomeſla, 
Others hold there is no welth 
Compared to a perfit helth. 
Some mans mind in quiet ſtands, 
When he is Lord of many lands. 
But I did ſigh, and ſayd all this 
Was but a ſhade of perfit blis. 
And in my thoughts I did approue, 
Nought ſo ſweet as is true lou. 
Loue tv ixt Louers paſſeth theſe, 
When mouth kiſſeth and hart grees. 
With folded armes and lippes meeting, 
Each ſoule another ſweetly greeting. 
For by the breath the ſoule fleeteth, : 
And ſoule with ſoule in kiſſing meeteth. 
If Loue be fo ſweet a thing, 
That ſuch happie bliſſe doth bring, 
Happie is Loues ſugred thrall, 
But vnhappie maidens all. 
Who eſteeme your Virgins bliſſes, 
Sweeter than a wiues ſweet kiſſes. 
No ſuch quiet to the mind, 
As true loue with kiſſes kind. 
Bur if a kiſſe proue vnchaſt, 
Then is true loue quite diſgraſt, 
Though loue be ſweet, learne this of me, 
No Loue ſweet but honeſtie. 


— 


As ſeone as Philomela had ended hir Ode, Signior 
Lutcſio ſtept to hir and halfe mard hir melody with this 
bnlookt fo2 motion: J am glad Madam to find you ſo ful 
of glee, womens minds ſet on mirth, he ws their thoghts 
are at quiet, when Birdes ſing early there hath bene a 
ſweet deaw., ſo pour moꝛninges Antheme ſhewes your 
nigbtes content, the ſubiea of your ſong, and the cenſurs 
of my thoughtes argue vpon concluſion , fo2 lykelxe 
it is you haue founde killing ſweets that ſo þighlye com⸗ 


4 


paſt cannot bee 


philome's. 
mend it, but as the old pꝛouerbe is, ſuch langh as win; 
und ſuch as en rs map aſfaoad hir incenſe, loue 
is pꝛetious to ſuch as poſſeſſe their lone, bnt there is no 
hell ir loue bee not hell to ſuch as dare not expꝛelee their 
paſſions. Philomela ſæing Luteſio tooke hir napping in 
ſinging ſo mery an Ode ſhe wed in the blaſh of hir chaks 
the vaſhfalneTe of hic thoughts, pet knowing he was hir 
baſbands familiar ſhe cared the leſſe, and ſmiling made 
bim this pleaſant anſwere. Signior Luteſio as J rel- 
licht a wanton ſong at randon,ſo J little lookt your ears 
ſhould haue bene troubled with my muſicke, but ſince 
pou are a heater f my hoarſe dittie, take it as you finde 


it and conſter ol it as vou pleaſe, know mine own ma- 


ning beſt. In that J commend killing, it argues me the 
moꝛe kind and my huſband the moze louing in that I find 
lip loue ſo ſweet, women wantons in their huſ- 


bands, pet not immo wiues are allowed to ſpozt 
ſo their dallieng be & : vet had J knowne you 
had bene ſo nie, J haue byn moze ſilent, and at 


this wo2d the blucht againe, diſcouering by hir lookes it 
greeacd hir any man (though neuer ſo familiar) ſhould 
heare hir ſo extraozdinary pleaſant : but to finde ſiſhe in 
Signior Luteſios s-becauſe hes glaunſt at diſdain 
in loue the follo ir reply thus: pet ſince fir what is 
alde, J will ouerſiippe the conceit of 
mine own fo d be ſo bold as to haue you vnder con- 
ſeſſion. Nhat is the reaſon Luteſio yon diuerſlie deſ- 
cant of the fruition of lone, hath that diuine paſfion crept 
into your bꝛaines: Giouanni hearing hir harpe on — 
ring trained it a pin higher thus. Deuine paſſion call 
pou it Madam, nay rather a fury fetcht from hel, a mad- 
neſe bzued in the boſome of Teſiphon, an vnbꝛideled de; 
ſire, a ceftleNe agony, a continuall anguiſh, thus doo A 
value lone, becauſe my life is at an end by the wꝛonges 
of lone: ſuch as are poiſoned with rugwoꝛt count it fatal 
pet luche as haue the plut iſie dzinke it in potions the 

mercus 
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Philomela. 
Percuriall Moti was very much commended of Vliſſes 
though condemned ol Cyres : mens poems followe their 
paſſions, and they conclude as they are contented ; then 
Madam if all the wozlde ſay loue is a Yeaven, yet 
mult J (ap defireis a hell: not that the bewtesus ſaint, 
whom mnie eye doth wozſhip,and my hart doth honour, 
bath quitted my affection with dildaine : but that in not 
daring diſcouer my paſſions, I am put to a triple tozm#- 
ting penannce . At this he fetcht ſuch a fained figh, that 
ſimple meaning Philomela imagined the Gentleman 
was full of ſozrow, and therefoze began to comfozt him 
thus. Why Signior Luteſio haut you ſoared ſo bigh,that 
yon doubt the ſcoztching of your fethers ? bath your de- 
fires taken flight ſofar aboue pour degree, that you feare 
a fall? is the Ladie whom you lone ſo great of byztb,that 
you dare not be pour owne bzoaker? Lous Luteſio if ho - 
neC, i: lawfull and may reape diſdain, but not diſgrace. 
Deſire is the daughter of deſtinte , and the ſimpathie of 
affections is fozepointed by the ſtarres: Woemens eies 
are not tied to high perſonages, but ta exquiſite per- 
fections: and the greater oft times they be in degres, the 
lower they pꝛoue in loues: be ſhe then Luteſio, the ſtate- 
lieſt, the richeſt, the faireſt in all Italie, feare not to court 
her : foʒ happily ſhe may grant, and ſhee at the woꝛſt can 
but ſap no: When ] entered into thy wonted humours, 
bow honeſtly wanton thou haſt been amongſt women of 
high acco:npt ; when I thinke of thy wealth, of thy ver - 
tues, of thy parentage,of thy perſon : J flatter not Lute- 
ſio, ſoʒ in my opinion a frumpe amongſt friends is pettie 
treaſon in effect, J cannot but wonder what ſhe is that 
Luteſio dares not tell he loues, if without offence Jmay 
traue it, tell me her name, that J may cenſure ofher 
qualities: Luteſio with a face full of diſcontent, made 


her this anſwere : Pavame as J dare not diſcourſe my 
lones, ſo J will not diſcouer her name: J regard her ho- 
nely ſuffice it, J am as far 
C 


nour as my life, and therfoze o 


vnwoz- 


| 
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\ bnwo2thy of her as the is beyond my reach focompate. 


Philomela who ſtraight found the knot in the ruth , be- 


gan to imagine that it was ſome married wife that Lu- 


reſto aimed at:and therfoze charged him by the loue that 
de bare to Philippo Medico, that he would tell hir whe- 
ther it was a wife 02 a mad that de thus earneſtip at- 
fexed. Luteſio bztefly tolde her that ſhe was not onely a 
wile , but maide to one whome khe almoſt as tenderly 
toued as he did the Earle her huſband: A Ladie ot ho- 
nour and vertne, yet a woman, and therefoze he hoped 
might be wonne if his heart woulde ſerue him to be a 
woer. Philomela hearing this, began to finde a knot in 
the raſh , and to deme that it was ſome familiar of bys 
that he was affected to:and therfoze with a gentle frown, 
as if ſhee loued him, and pet miſlikte of his ſondnelle in 
— taking him by the hand, ſhe began thus ta ſchwlg 
Luteſio, nowe 1 ſe the ſtrongeſt Dake hath his ſap, 
and his wo2mes ; that Kanens will bꝛerd in the faireſt 
Alh, and that the maſked Angelica beares a deaw, that 
ſhining like pearle, being taſted is moſt pꝛeiuditiall:t hat 
the holieſt men in ſhew are oft the holloweſt men in lub 
Tance, and where there is the greateſt floꝛiſh of vertue, 
there in time appeareth the greateſt blemiſh of vanitie. 
Ilpeake this by all, but apply it to them who ſeeming 
euery way abſolute , will pzoue cucrie way diſſolute, 
Bath not Venice held thee moze famous fo; thy good 
partes than fo2 thy parentage? and pet well bozne, and 
valued the moe fo; liuing well than wealthely : and vet 
thy patrimonie is not ſmall. Dh Luteſio darken not 
theſe honours with diſhonoſtie. no; fo the foliſh and fa- 
ding paſſion of luſt,reach not at an enerlaſting pennance 
of infamie. As J millike of thy chopce,ſo J can but won⸗ 
der at thy change to fe the altered in maners, that wert 
earſt ſo modeſt, who was eſteemed amongſt Ladies foz 
his ciuill conceites as Luteſio ? thou wert wilhed foz as 
f monga 
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mongeft the chalkelt foz thy chopce qualities, amongeſl 
youth fo; thy wit, amongeſt age fo2 thy honeſt behanioz, 
deſired of all becauſe offcnſlue to none; and nowe if thou 
pꝛoſetute this bad purpoſe, intend this baſe loue, to vio- 
late the honour ofa Venetian Ladie, loke to be hated of 
all that are vertueus becauſc thou art growne ſo ſedain- 
ly vicious, and to be baniſhed ont of the conpanie of all 
that are honeſt becauſe thou ſekeſt to make one diſho- 
honeſt : then as thou loucſt thy fame leaue of this loae, 
and as thou valueſt thine honour , ſo vale the appetite of 
thy diſhonelt thoughtcs . Beſides Luteſio enter into 


will be the ſequel! ot thy folly; thou attempteſt to diſho⸗ 
nour a wife, nay the wife of thy friend :; in doing this - 
thou ſhalt loſe a \ſwete companion, and purchaſe thy 
ſelle a fatall enemie : thou ſhalt diſpleaſe C od and grow 
odious to men: hazard the hope of thy grace, and afſurs 
thy ſelle of the reward of inne, adulterie: Luteſio is 
commended in none, condemned in all, and punniſhey 
in the end either with this wozldes infamie oz heavens 
anger: it is adefire without regard ol honeſtie, anda 
gaine with greater re ward ot miſerie:a pleaſure bought 
with paine, a delight hatched wich diſquiet, a content 
poſſeſſed with feare, and a ſinne finiſhed with ſo2zrowe, 
Bar barous nations puniſhe it with death: mere A- 
theiſtes in Religion auom it by infting of nature, ſuch 
as glozp God with no honoz cauet toglozifie themſelues 
with honeſty, and wilt thou that art a Chziffian than 
crucifie Chꝛiſt anew, by making the harbour of thy ſouls 
the habitation of Satan? Od Luteſio as thou bluſheſt at 
inp woꝛdes, ſo banniſh thy bad thoughts, and being creas 
ted by God, ſeeke nat to deſpiſe thy creatoz in abuſing 
his creatures : A womans honeltie is her honour , and 
her honour the chiefeſt eſſence of her life: then in ſeek- 
ing to blemiſhe her vertues with luſt , thon aymefT 
at no leſſe diſgrace than * ; and yet —_ 
2 


the conſideration of the fault, and by that mcafure what 
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this is not all, foz in winning her loue , thou looſeſt a 
friend: than which, there is nothing moze pꝛetious, as 
there is nothing moze rare: as Cortuptio vnius eſt ge- 
neratio alterius : ſo tht loſſe of a friend is the purchaſe of 
an enemie and ſuch a moztall foe as will apply all his 
wittes to thy wꝛacke, intrude all bis -thonghtes to thy 
ruine, and paſſe away his daies, cares, and nights ſlum- 
bers, in dzeaming of thy deſtruction. Fo2 if bzuts beaſts 
will reuenge ſuch bzutiſh wꝛongs as avultery,then ima⸗ 
gine no man to be ſo patient,that will ouerpaſſe ſo groſſe 
an iniurie:aſſure thy ſelfe of this Luteſio, if her huſband 
bears of your loues, he will aime at your liues : be will 
leave no confection'bntempered,no poyſon vnſearcht, no 
mpnerall vatried, no Aconiton vnbzuſed, no hear be, fre, 
rote, ffene, ſimple oz ſecret vaſought, tillreuenge hath 
ſatiſſied the burning thirft of his hate: ſo ſhalt thou feare 
with whom to dzincko , with whome to conuerſe, when 
fo walke, how to perfozme thy affaires, onely foz doubt 
ol her reuenging huſband, and thy pꝛoteſted enemie. Af 
ſuch vnlawull luſt, ſuch vakinde deſires , ſuch vnchaſt 
loue p2ocure (> great loſſe, and ſo many perils reuert it 
Luteſio as a paſſion molt pernitious,as a ſhine molt odi⸗ 
ous, and a gaine moſt fu'l of deadly ſozrowes . Though 
this be much Luteſio, pet this is not all: fo many loue 
that are neuer liked, andeuerie one that woes is not a 
winner: Diners delirs with hope, and yet their wiſhes 
are to ſmall effect : ſuppoſe the Ladie whome thou loueſt 
is honeſt: then is thy loue as vnlikely as Ixions was to 
. Juno; who aiming at the ſubſtaunte was made a foole 
with a ſhadow, I tell the it is moze eaſie to cut a Dia- 
mond with a glaſſe, to pearce ſteele with a fether, to tyg 
an Elephant with ath2ed of filke , than to alienate an 
honeſt womans loue from her huſband, their þeartes be 
harbours of one lous, cloſets of one contents, Celles, 
whereinto no amoꝛous Idea but one can enter, as hard 


to bs pearſt with new fangled affection as — 
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to be made ſoft with fire . A Ladis Lutefro thitregars 
deth her honour wit die with Lucrece befoze the agree to 
luſt, ſhe will cate coales with Portia befoze ſhe p:ous 
vnchaſt, ſhe will thinke enerie miſcrieſwet, cuery miſ- 


happe content, befo2e ſhe condiſcend fo the allurementes 
ofany wanton leacher , Imagine then her whome thou 
loueſt to be ſuch a one:then will it qualifie th hope,cole 
thy deſires, and quench thoſe vnbzidled thoughtes that 
leades thee on to ſuch follies:fo2 if ſhe be a wanton, what 

doe ſt thou winne her that many hath wozne, and mozs 
than thy ſelfe may banquiſh? a light huſwife and a lewd 
minion, that after ſhe hath yelded the flower of her loue 
Theſius will marrie with Menelaus, and then runne a⸗ 
way with Paris: amozous to euerie one becauſe ſhee is 
bumo2ous to all: Then Luteſio ſ&ing , if thou likeft an 
honeſt Ladte, thy lone is paſt hope: and if thou moet a 
wanten, thou ſhalt gain but what others haue left:leane 
both and become as hitherto thou haſt ben an honeT gen; 
tleman in all mens opinions, ſs halt thou line well 
thought ol, and die honourably : and with that, (miling 
the aſked him, if ſhe had not plaied the pzeacher well . 

But Luteſio wondering at her vertues made no anſwer 
he was ſo amaſed : but reſted filent ; which Philomela 
perteiung, to waken dim out of his dumpe, the tooke a- 
gaine her Lute in her hand, and began to ſing this fol- 
lowing Dade. 


Philomecloes ſecond Oade. - 


I was froſtic winters ſeaſon, 
And faire Floras wealth was geaſon: 


Meades that earſt e were (pred, 


With choice flowers di 
Had tawny vales: Cold el 


What the Springes and Nature planted: 
Leaueleſſe bowes there might you ſee, 
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All except faire Daphnestree, 

On their twigges no byrdes pearched, 
Warmer couerts none they ſearched; 
And by Natures ſecret reaſon; 
Framed their yoyces to the ſeaſon: 
With their feeble tunes bewraying, 
How they greeued the ſprings decaying: 
Froſtie Winter thus had gloomed, 
Each faire thing that ſommer bloomed, 
Fieldes were bare and trees vnclad, 
Flowers withered, byrdes were lad: 
When Iſaw a ſhepheard fold, 
Sheepe in Coate to ſhun the cold 
Himſelfe fitting on the graſſe, 

That with froſt withered was, 
Sighing deepely thus gan lay, 
Loucis folly when a ſtray: 

Like to loue no paſsion ſuch, 

For his madneſſe if too much: 

If too little, then diſpaire: 

If too high, he beates the ay e: 

With bootleſſe, if too low : 

An Egle matcheth with a Crow. 
Thence growes iarres thus I finde, 
Lone is folly if ynkinde; 

vet do men moſt deſire, 

To be heated with this fire: 

Whoſe flame is ſo pleaſing hot, 

That they burne, yet feele it nom 

Yet hath loue another kinde, 

Worſe than theſe vnto the minde: 
That is when a wantons eie, 

Leades deſire cleade awrie. 

And with the Bee doth reioyce, 
Euery minute to change choyce, 
Counting he were then in bliſle, 


If 
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If that ech fairefall were his: 
Highly thus in loue diſgraſte 
When the louer is vnchaſte: 
And would taſt of fruit forbidden, 
Cauſe - {cape is _ hidden. 
Though ſuch loue be ſweer in brewing 
pier i the end inſuing: 
For the humor of loue he ſhameth, 
And himſelfe with luſt defameth : 
For a minutes pleaſure gayning, 
Fame and honour euer ſtayning. 
Gazing thus ſo farre awry, 
Laſt the chip falles in his eie, 
Then it burnes that earſt but heate him, 
And his owne rod gins to beate him: 
His choyceſt ſweetes turnes to gall, 
He findes luſt is fins thrall: 
That wanton women in their eyes, 
Mens deceiuings do compriſe. 
That homage done to faire faces, 
Doth diſhonour other graces: 
If lawleſſe loue be ſuch a ſinne, 
Curſt is he thatliues therein: 
For the gaine of Venus game, 
Is the downfall vnto ſhame : 
Here he pauſd and did (tay, 
Sighed and roſe, and went away. 


Afoone as Philomela had ended her Dade , the kmt- 


ler, where amongſt other many! they paſt away þ 
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led on Lutcho and ſaid, hoping then that this pꝛiuate con 
ference ſhalbe a concluſion of pour paſſions, and a finall 
reſolution to reuerſe your thoughts from this diſozdinat 
folly of toue : J will at this time ceaſe toſpeake anig 
moze » becauſe J hope pou will reſt from pour motione 


and ſo taking him by the hand, ſhee led him into the par - 


day 
in 


\ \ 


pꝛoofe of hir honeſtie, either ſhe miſtcuſted oꝛ miſdoub» 


Philomela, 
in pleaſant chat, till that Luteſio found conuenient 0p03s 


tunitu to diſcouer to Philippo the reſolution of his wife, 


who thought euer ie minute a moneth till hee had beard 
what anſwer ſhe had made to Luteſio. At laſt they went? 
both together walking into a garden that adiopned to 
the houſe of Plulippo : and there Luteſio who reuealed 
from point to point what he had motioned a farre off to 
Philomela, and bow horourably and honeftly the reply- 
ed, rehearſing what a cooling card ol good counſaile ſi e 
gaue him, able to haue quailed the boteſt ſtomacke, oz 
quenched the moſt eager flame that fancie could fice the 
mind of man withall: entring into a large and high com - 
mendation of the chaſtitie, wiſedome , and generall 
vertues ot Philomela, auerring that hee thought there 
was not a woman of mo2e abſolute qualities noa hono- 
rable diſpoſition in al Italie. Philippo the moze he dꝛunk 
the mo22$hHe thitſted, and the moze he was perſwaded to 
truſt in her honeſty, the moze he was ſuſpitious , and 
doubted of her vertue : foz he replyed till in his telous 
humour that womens wozdes were no warrantes of 
their truth, that as the Onix is inwardly moſt cold, when 
it is outwardly moſt hot: ſo womens woꝛdes are like the 
cries of Lapwings,fartbhefl from their thoughts, as they 
are from their neſts : thep p2oclaime ſitznce with their 
tongues, modeſtie with their eies, chaſtitie with their 
actions, when in their heartes they ate plotting how to 
grant an amozous pleaſure to their louers: Tuſh ſates 
Philippo, womens tongues are tipt with deceite : they 
can ſing with the Nightingale, though they haue a pꝛick 
at their bꝛeſts: they can lend him a cher rie lippe whome 
they heartily loathe,and fawne vpon her hut bands neck 
when the giues her louer a wincke: Though my wife 
bath made a faire ſhewe of vertue, it is no authenticall 


ted of your ſoꝛcerie, 02 els ſhee would ſ@me hard in the 
winning, that her chaſtitie might be holden the — 
| charts 
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charie fo; be the neuer fo wantou ſhe will ſ&me mode, 
and the moſt comman Carteſan will to a nouice ſeems 
the moſt coy matron : they haue their countenance at 
command, their wo2ds at will, their oathes at pleſure, 
and all to ſhadow their ſcapes with the maſkes of vertus 
Rodope ſeemed coy to Pſanneticus, elſe had a tourteſan 
neuer conquered a king. Hermia chaſte to Ariſtotle, 
elſe had Ge not bewitcht a Philoſopher, Platoes ouer- 
woꝛne trull true to him, elſe had ſhe not beene miſtreſs 
of his thoughts. J tell the Luteſio they haue moze wiles 
then the ſanne hath beames fo betray the lmple mening 
of beſottedlouers. Therefoze thongh ſhe vttered a le- 
gend of good leſſons beleeue hir not. Though the Pare 
take ſquat ſhe is not loft at the firſt defaulte, appipe thy 
wits, try hir by letters, w2ite paſſionatip and here her 
anſwer, and aſſure thy ſelfe if thou cunningly caſt ſoꝛti 
the lure ſhe will ſone be reclaimed to theft, Thus im⸗ 
poztuuate was Philippo vpon his friend Luteſio, that at 
the laſt be craued licenſe to depart faz a while, leauinge 
philippo meditating of his melancholie while hee went 
into his chamber, where taking pen and paper he wett 
philomela this canning letter. 


Luteſio to the fayreſt Philomela, wiſheth 
what he wants himſelfe. 


g { no woonder philomela if 
6 6 mennes mindes be ſubiec to loue, 


.O when their eyes arg the inftru- 
ments of delire, noz is any blame 
> x wozthy foz affecting, when as the 


> ſight of man is a ſenſe that vie w⸗ 
eng euer thing mute of fo2ce al- 


low ol _ thinge, J ſpeake not 


” Ck 


ſwat 
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ſweat lady philoſophically as a ſcholler but baten 
as a louer, whoſe eyes hath bœne ſo lauiſh in ouer bigbe 
lookes, that eyther they muſt haue their longing 02 elle 
I die thzough their ouerliking: foz as to ſweat par fumes 
makes the ſenſe to ſurfet, and the moſt bꝛight coulours 
ſoneft blemiſh the ſight, ſo J in gaſing on the choiſe per · 
fections of beauty, haue dazelled mine cies andfiered mp 
bart with deſire, that none but the fruition of that bleed 
ect, can ſaue me from being loues cur ſed abie. Now 
un, ihe rare Idea that thus th2z2ugh the applauſe of 
mine eie bath bewitched my hart is the beautcons image 

of pour ſweet (clfe. Pardon me ik J pꝛeſume, when the 
extremity ot loue pꝛicks me foꝛ ward. Faults that grow 
by affedion ought to bee fozgiuen, bicauſe they come of 
conſtraint : then Padam read with fauour, andcenſure 
with mercy, foz ſo long J dallied with the flie about the 
candle, that began to feele oner much heat, would bed 
my harme,J haue playd ſo long with the Pynew at the 
baite that J am ſtricken with the hoke: J baue viewed 
your beantye with (uch delighte, and conſidered of your 
vertues with ſuch deſire, that in pour gratious lookes 
lies the only hope of my life. Ah Philomela were not my 
loue extreame, my paſſions paſſing al! meaſure, my al- 
fection to full of anguiſh : I woulde haue concealed my 
thoughts with filence, and haue ſn.ool her ed my grefes 
with patience : but either J muſt liue by reuealing it, 03 
die by tepꝛeſſing it: I feare thou wilte heare obict Phi⸗ 
lippo is my friend, and then J am of little fayth to pꝛo- 
fer him this wꝛong, I confelle this is a truth and were 
wazthy of blame, were J not bewitcht by lone, whos 
nepther admitteth exceptions of faxth o2 friendſhippe, if 
it be a paſſion that controuleth the Goddes, no woonder 
at all if it conquer and commande men. If ſonnes diſo- 
bey their Fathers to haue their deſires, it is moze tolle - 
rable to crack friendſhip foz the conqueſt of loue · Wihie 
then 
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then did Nafure frame beawty to be ſo excellent, if he 
had tied the winning of it within exceptions, It that a 
friend may fault with his friend fo2 a kingdom, no doubt 
fapth may be bꝛoken ſo; loue, that is a great deale moꝛe 
puiſſant tten Ringes and much moꝛe pꝛetious then Dia- 
dems : chielly if that the party be chary to haue regarde 
of his myſtrefſe honour, what the ele ſees not Phylome- 
la neuer hurteth the heart, a ſecret loue impeacheth not 
chaſtitie. Iuno neuer frowned when Iupiter made his 
ſcape in a Cloude . Pziuate pleaſures haue neuer in- 
ioyned vnto them anye pennance, and ſhee is alwaies 
counted chaſt enough that is chary enoughe : then Ma⸗ 
dam let him not die foz loue , whome if pon pleaſe yor 
map bleſſe ith loue. 

It may be you will replye, that Philippo is a Con- 
te anda great deale my ſuperiour and the ſupꝛeame of 
our hart, therefoze not to be wꝛonged with an arriual. 
nder Padame kinges doo b2ooke many vnkno wne 
ſcapes: Lone will play the wanton amongeſt the grea- 
teſt Lo2des : Women are not made ſuch chaſte nunnes, 
but they may let much water ſlippe by the Pill that the 
Miller knoweth not of : They map loue their huſband 
with one of their eies, and fauour a friende with the o- 
ther. Since then Padam J haue bene ſtunge with the 
Sco2pion, and cannot be helpt o healed by none but by 
the Scozpion : that am wounded with Achilles launce 
and 7 muſt be healed with his Trunchesn : that J am 
intangled and ſnared in pour beautie, and muſt bee ſet 
at libertie onely by your loug- Looke vpon my paſſions 
and pyttie them, let me not die fo2 deſiring your ſweete 
ſelfe but rather graunt me fauour, and entop ſuche a lo- 
ner, as will pꝛiſe your honour befoze his life, and at all 
times be pours in all dutyfull ſeruice whileſt hee lines: 
expecting ſuch an anſwere as is agreeyng to ſuch diuine 
beawtie , which cannot = cell oz acco2ying vnto 
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Philomela. 
my deltinie, which bs it ũniſter wilbe my death,farwel. 


Yours euer though neuer 
yours, 
Geouanni Luteſio. 


Þauing finiſhed his letter thus amoꝛoullie, he remem 
b:ed himſelfe, and although philippo ſtayde foz him in 
the garden, pet he ftept once againe to his ſtandiche and 
w2:ote vnder this fgllowing ſonnet : 

Natura Nihil fruſtra, 


On women Nature did beftow two cies 

Like Hemians bright lamps in matchles beuty ſhining, 
Whoſe beames do ſooneſt captiuate the wiſe 

And wary heads made rare by Arts refining. 

But why did Nature in hir choiſe combining 

Plant two fayre eyes within a beautuous face? 

That they might fauour two with equall grace. 


Venus did ſooth vp Vulcan with one eie 
With thother granted Mars his wiſhed glee, 


If ſhe dyd ſo whom Heimens did defic 


Thinke loue no ſinne but grant an eie to me, 
In vayne elſe Nature gaue two ſtars to thee: 
If then two eyes may well two friends maintayne, 
Allow of two, and proue not Nature vayne. 
Natura repugnare 
belluinum. 


After he had ended this Sonnet be went and ſhewed 
them to Signyor Philippo, who liked well of his paſſio- 
nate humour, and defired nothinge moze then to hearg 
what anſwere his wife woulde make to theſc amarous 


poems : therefoze that he might grant Luteſio the fitter 
opoꝛtunitie to deliuer them, he tcoke a ſkiffe and wente 
with ſundz ye other Gentlemen his familiars to ſollace 

bim⸗ 


Philomela. 
himſelſe bpon the waters. In the meane while Luteſio 
who was left alone by himſelfe, began to enter into the 
leaſt diſpoſition of a gelot1s man that woulde hazard the 
bonour of his wife to content his o wne ſuſpitious hu- 
inour : and whet on a friend to a fapned fancie which in 
time might grow to an vnfayned affegion : ſo that (my- 
ling tohimſelfe he began thus tomurmure in his minde, 
Is not he wozthy to finde that ſet kes: and deſerueth he 
not many blowes that craues tobe beaten? Sith Philip- 
po will buy the Buckes head, is he not woꝛthy to haue 
the boznes : and ſeing he will needes haus me court his 
wife in ieff, were it not well if be might haue the Cuc- 
kow in earneſt. Ano wes he not that frumps amongeſt 
friends grow at laſt to open anger:that pzetty ſpoꝛtings 
in loue, end oftentimes in pzetty bargaines : that it is il 
geſting with edge tootes : and of all cattell wozſt cauil⸗ 
ling with fayze women: foz beawty is a baite that will 
not be dallied with. But J loue him to well, and J ho- 
nour the lady to much to motion ſuche a thought in car- 
neſt ; Though be be fooliſhe, J knowe hir to honelte to 
grant loue to the greateſt Monarch of the wozld. While 


thus he was muſing with himſelfe, Philomela came in- 


to the Garden with two of her waiting women , whos 
ſecing Luteſio in a dumpe, thought hee was deniſing of 
his new lone : wherevpon ſbe ſtept to him, and began 
to aſke him if bee p2oceeded in his purpoſe: I madame 
quoth be, if 3 meane to perſeuer in life, and with that 
the water ftood in his eyes, whether it was that he had 
an onion in his napkin to make him wepe, oz that hee 
bad ſuckt that ſpeciall qualitis from his mether to let fal 
teares when he liſt J know not: but he perteiuing hee 
watred his plants, began ſomewhat topytty his paſſy- 
ons, and aſked him if yet hee had made the motion: 9 
Madam quoth Luteſio, but here J haue w2itten hir my 
mind, and pleaſe it pou you ſhall be my ſecretary, both 
to read my letter and ſ& hir name, foz J knowe you wil 
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Philomela, 
conceale if,Philomela defirous fo ſ& what Ladie if was 
Luteſto was in lone withall, as Natura Mulierum No- 
uitatis auida, tooke it verpe kindly at Luteſios handes 
that he would participat bis ſecrets vnto hir, and pꝛomi⸗ 


ſed not only to be (ilent , but to yeld hir opinton of the 
pope of his ſucteſſe, ſo ſhe tooke the letter and pꝛomiſed 
the next moꝛning to giue it him again and ſo they fell in- 
to other chat talking of ſund te matters, as their pꝛeſent 
occaſions did miniſter, till at laſt Philomela with childe 
to (& the contents of the Letter, tooke her leaue and 
went into hir Cloſet, where vnripping the ſcales , ſhe 
found lines far vnſitting to hir expectation. As ſoone as 
the ſaw Luteſios loue was meant to hir, ſhe rent the pa- 
per in a thouſand peeces, and exclapmed againſt him in 
molt bitter tearmes, vo wing hir L. oꝛd ould be reuen- 
ged vpon him foz this intended villante, 02 elle he ould 
refuſe hir foz his wile, thus alone while ſhe bꝛeathed out 
moſt hard inuectines againſt him, yet at laſt that che 
might aggrauate hir huſbands diſpleaſure the moze a- 
gainſt him, hee gathered vp the paces, and laieng them 
together read them ouer, where perte iuing his paſſions, 
and thinking them to growe from a minde ful of fancie, 
baning ſomewhat cooled her choler , ſhee reſolued not to 
tell hir huſband, leaſt if hee ſhould kill Luteſio ſhe might 
be thought the occaſion of the murther , and ſo bzing bir 
bnblemilht honour in queſtion , and therefoꝛe he toke 
paper and inke,and wꝛote him this ſharpe replie. 


Philomela to the moſt falſe Luteſio wiſheth 
what he wants himſelfe. 


2 * F thou wondereſt what J wich the Luteſio, 
hes into thine owne want and thou (half find, 


I deſirc thou mighteſt haue moze honour and 
leſle diſhoneſtie, elſe a ſhozt life and a long re⸗ 
pentancs 


Philomela. 
pentan ce, I ſee now that Bemblocke whereſoener it be 


planted wil be peſtilent, that the ſerpent with the bzigh« 
teſt ſcales ſhꝛoudeth the molt fatall venome, that the ru- 
bie whatſoeuer fople it bath will ſhe we red, that when 
nature þatcheth vicious, nurture will neuer make der 
tuous. 

Tyou art like Luteſio, vnto the Yyſope growing in 
America, that is liked of firaungers oz the Gnell, and 
bated of the Jnhabitantes foz the operation, being as 
pꝛeiudiciall in the one, as delightſome in the other : ſo 
thou in vopce art holden honeſt, and therefoze liked, but 
being once looked into and found laſciuious, thou wilte 
growe into as great contempte with thy familiars, as 
now thou art honoured amongſt ſtraungers. Hadeſt 
thou none anſwerable to thine appetite but Philomelz 2 
noz none to wzong butPhilippo ? canſ thou wiſhe mit 
ſo much harme, oz owe him ſo little Friendſhip, J ho- 
nouring ther ſo kindlie, and her louing the ſo derrelpe, 
dowe cant thou loue the wife, that betraieſt the hul- 
band, oz howe ſhall J deme thou wilt pꝛooue conſtant 
in loue, that art falſe in thy fayth , and to ſuche a friends 
who nerte my ſelfe counteth thee ſecond in his ſecretes. 
Wale man that harbours ſo bad a thoughte, ranſacke thy 
thoughts and ripps vp the ende of thy attempte and then 
if that ſhame bath not vtteriye abandoned the , thou 
wilte koz feare of ſhame leaue off thy luſt, and grow 
into moze grace. 

Tell me Lutcſio, andif thou ſpeakeſt not what thou 
knoweſt, J defie the, wherein haft thou ſcene me ſo light, 
oz haue my geſtures bene ſo lewde , that thou Chouldeft 
gather hope to gayne tby loue , hath Venice ſuſpected 
mer foz a wanton , hath Italie demed me diſſolute, 
haue J graunted bnto the og to any other extraozdina- 
rie fauours: haue I bene frowarde to my L ozde, 02 by 
any wanton trickes the wed thewzacke of my chaſtitie? 
if ange of theſe blemilhes haue diſgraced me, ſpeake 
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a whit the moze befriend them: foz whereas J honoza- 
vly thought of Luteſio, vnleſſe I finde thine bums; chan- 


nor. J will incenſe philippo to reuenge with his ſwozd 
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it, and J wilbcall fo2 grace and amend them but neuer 


ged J will aime at thy diſhonour, and pꝛoclaime thee an 


P#nimie to Ladies cauſe thou art a friend to luſt, Ab Lu- 


teſio, J would ſoner haue deemed the ſeas ſhoulde hane 
becomed2ye, the earth barren, and the ſunne without 
light, then thou wouldſt haue elobabe to violate the bone- 
ſy of philomela, oz blemiſhe the honour of philippo : 
phillippos wealth is at thy will, his ſwoꝛd at thy com⸗ 
mande, his hart plaſt in thy boſome, he reſerueth of all 
that he bath faz the, ſaue only me to himſelfe:and canſt 
thou be ſo vnkinde to rob him of his only loue that owes 
thee ſo much lone, J iudge the belt + J hope 5 J imagin 
truth thou dooeſt it but to trye me: if it be ſo J b2ooke if 
with the moze patience , yet diſcontent thou ſhouldef 
trouble mine eies with a n line: but if thy paſſi- 
onate humour be in earneſt, it contents me not to denys 
thee bat to delle thee, J pꝛoclaime my ſelfe enemy to thy 
life, as thou art enuious of mine and my huſbandes ho- 


what J cannot requite with wozdes , and neuer line in 
quiet till J ſe thee die infamous traytoz as thou art, vn- 
leſſe thy grace be ſuch to ceaſefrom thy treacherp, come 
no moze in my huſbandes houſe, leaſt thou locke foz a 
dagger in thy boſome : fede not at my table, leaſt thou 
quaffe with Alexander thy fatall dzaught, to bee bzcefe : 
loue not phy lomela if thou meane to line, but looke vp 
to Yeanen, become penitent foz thy fond and fooliſh paſ- 
lions: let me ſeerepentance in thine eyes, and remozſe 
in thyne actions : bee as thou haſt bene a friend to phy- 
lippo, and a fauourer of myne honour, and though thou 
haſt deſerued but meanely vet thou ſhalt bee welcome 
beartply, and whatſoeuer is paſt , vpon thy penitence 3 
will pardon, and fo2 this time conceale it from the kno» 
edge of the Conty, otherwiſe ſet downe thy reſt we wil 

not 
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| Philomela b 
not both line together in Italie. Farewell. 
Neuer thine, though ſhe were 


not Philippoes, 
Philomela Media. 


Pauing ended her letter, che reſolued to anſwere his ſon- 
and therefoze ſhe wzit this poeme. | 


Quot Cordatot Amores. 


Nature foreſeeing how men would deuiſe, 

More wiles than Protheus, women to entiſe: 
Graunted them two and thoſe bright ſhining eyes, 
To pearce into mans taultes if they were wiſe, 

For they with ſhew of yertue maske their vice, 
Therefore to womens eyes belonges theſe giftes, 
The one muſt loue, the other ſee mens ſhiftes, 


Both theſe awayt vpon one ſimple heart, 
And what they chooſe it hides vp without change, 
The Emerauld will not with his portraite part, 
Nor will a womans thoughtes delight to range. 

They hold it bad to haue ſo baſe exchange. 

One heart, one friend, though that two eies do choſe him 
No more but one, and heart vill neuer looſe him. 


Cor vnum Amor vnus. 


Alloone as ſhe had ſealed bp her letter ſhe bzookt no de- 
lap, but ſent it ſtraight by one of her waiting women to Lu- 
teſio, whom ſhe found ſitting alone in his chamber reading 
vpon a boke: Interrupting his fkudie, the delinered him the 
letter, and the meſage of her Ladis. Luteſio kinde,gaue the 
gentlewoman a kifſe :foz he thought ſhe valued a lip fauour 
moze then a peecg of gold, r great courteſie gans hir 
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meanes to make her a harlot? it thou likeft hunters fees ſa 


Philomela. 
Fate ts depart: (he was ſcar ſe ont of the chamber but he a⸗ 
pened the letter, and found what be crpeccd, the reſolution 
of a chaſt Counteſſe, to wozthte cf ſo telous a huſband,p2aps 


lng in him ſelle the honourable mind of Philomela:he went 


abzoad to finde out Philippo , whome at laſt he met nere 
vnto þ Arſonale walking together to Luteſios houſe, there 


he ſhewed Philippo his wifes letter, and did comment vp- 


on cucry line. commending greatly her chaſtitie, and deplie 
condempning his ſuſpitiou: Tuſh ſaies Phr'ippo all this 
winde (hakes ns cone, Hellena wzit as ſharply to Paris, 
pet the ran away with him. Try her once againe Luteſio, 
and fo; my life thou ſhalt finde calmer wo2des, and ſweeter 
lines: Luteſio with bis eyes full of choller made him this 
anlwere. Philippoifthou beſt ſo ſottiſh with Cephalus to 
betray thy wiues houour peihaps with bim, pꝛoue the flit 
that repent, thy trecherie: When the wild boare is not cha- 
fed, thou mayft chaſten him with a wand, but being once en⸗ 
damaged with the dogges he is diſmoll. Women that are 
chaſt while they are truſted, pꝛoue wantons being ſuſpected 
cauſe'efſe : Jelouſle is a ſpurre to reuenge. Beware Philo- 
mela heare not of this p2aciſe leaſt ſhe make thee eate with 
the blinde man manie a flie ; Canſt thou not Philippo ton⸗ 
tent thy ſelf that thy Lady is boncſt, but thou mult plot the 


well, ſeeke another wood man, ſa2 J will not play an apple- 
ſouire to feede thy humours . It Venice knew as much as 
A am pꝛiuie ta, they would hold thee wozthie of that thou 
baſt nat, and her a fle if (ſhe gaue th not what thou ſcckeſt 
foz: J am ſo2te I haue wꝛonged her vertues by ſo bad a mo- 
tion: but hencefo2th Philippo hope neuer to get mee in the 
like vaine: and moze if thou leaueſt not from being ſo vain, 
J will abandon thy companie, and renounce thy friendſhip 
fo2 euer, Phippo bearing his friend Luteſio ſo ſhozt,deſtred 
him to be content, patient and ſilent, and he would race out 
the ſuſpitious conceipt that haunted bim , and fo; euer after 
grace his good wife with moze lone and honour 3; and _ 

at 


FE. Philomela, 
that Philippo and hee walked to the Rialto : but Loteſio 
. fo2 thatnight go to the houſe of Philippo, laaſt his 
wa — area fo 9 ſo de iue hem 
dumpi r. Philippo comming home na 
welcome to his Ladie , and being lomewbat late, they ſate 
downe louingly to ſupper . The firſt courſe was no ſooner 
come in, but Phillippo ſaid hee maruelled that all that day 
he had nat ſane Luteſio, this he ſpake with bis eies on Phi- 
lomelas face, to (ce what countenance ſhe would bold at hys 
name, [hee little ſuſpecting her huſband had beenc p2iuie to 
ber new ſound louer, bluſht and kept ber ſelfe ilent . Phi- 
lippo toke no knowledge of any thing but paſt it over 
ſmoothly, and vſed bis fozmer woontedfamiliaritie to hys 
wife. The next day going abzoad,Lureſio came to his houſe 
and went not in as his cuſtome was boldly, but walking in 
the hall aſked one of the Earls Eentlemen if the Counteſs 
were ſtirring : he maruciling at Luteſios ſtrangeneſſe,ſmi- 
led and ſaid, ſir what needes this queſtion ? my Ladie is a- 
Pules. J 
p2ay eau quoth Luteſio go to the Counteſſe, and tell her A 
 amhere, and would if her leiſure ſerued her gladly haue a 
woꝛd with her: the Gentleman though hee wondered at 
theſs vncosth wozdes of Luteſio, pet hee went vp and tolde 
his L adic the meſcage, who pꝛeſently leaning her books and 
companie, all to auopd out of the chamber, ſent ſoz him vp: 
who no ſeoner tame into her pzeſence, but ſhe ſaluted hym 
with ſuch a frowne, that he ſtood as mo2tificd as if hee had 
beene trocken with the eye of a Baſeliſk. Philomela ſeeing 
him in this paſionate agonte, began with him thus. 
J cannot tell Lutclio, howe to ſalute thee cyther with 
laokes o2 (peeches, ſaing thou art not as thou ſæmrcdſt once 
my wel wiſher and my hulbandes friend. The Lapidarics 
value the ſtones no longer than they hold their vertnes:noz 
I pziſe a Gentleman no longer than be regardes his honoz. 
Foz as a Diamont with a clowd is caſt into the Gold- 
6—— 6 credits, is careleflp 
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| Philomela. 
bolden foz refuſe. J red thy letter, and I aunſwered it: but 
tellme, bow ſhall I take it? as thou replieſt ſo will I enter - 
taine : ifto trie me, thou ſhalt finde the moze fauour: 1fto 
| betray me, hope foz nothing but renenge : Luteſio hearing 
| Philomela ſo honogrably peremptozie, with bluſhing cheks 
| | rad him this anſwere. 
Madam as my face bew2apes my folly , and my ruddis 
| bus my rechleſſe ſhowe , ſo let my woꝛdes be holden foz 
| witneles of my trueth, and thinke whatſoener I (ay is ſth, 
[ors by the faith of a Gentleman then aCure pour ſelfe mine eye 
| bath ener loned pon , but neuer valawfully : and what 
| bumble dutie J baue ſhowne vou, hath beene to honour you, 
not todiſhoneft pon. This letter was but to make triall 
| howe you liked Philippo, to whome I owe ſuch faith that 
it would greeue me he ſhould haue a wife kalle: J knowe 
not adam what humour dzewe mee on to it. I am ſure 
neither your wanton lookes no; light demeanours , but a 
k kinde of paſſion deſtined to bzeed mine owne p2eiudice , if 
| pour fauour erceede not my deſertes: If therefoze your La- 
| diſhip ſhall fo2get and fo2giue this folly , and conceale it 
from the Earle, who perhaps may take it meant in earneft, 
enioyne me any penance Madam, and J will perfozme it 
with patience , Philomela hearing Luteſio thus penitent, 
began tocleere vp hir countenance, and ſaid to him thus: it 
is ſolly to rub the karre when the wound is almoſt whole, 
dz to renewe quarreiles when the matter is put in compꝛi- 
| mile : therefoze omitting all Luteſio I pardon thee, and pꝛo- 
miſe neither to remember thy folly my lelfe , no2 yet to re- 
ueale it to mp huſband, but thou ſhalt be every way as har⸗ 
tely welcome to me as thou wert woont:onely this ſhall bg 
thy penance, to ſweare vppon this bible neuer hereafter fo 
motion me of anie diſhoneſtie - To this Letuſio willing- 
ly granted and tooke his oath : ſo were they reconciled, and 
the Count eſſe calledfo2 a cup of wine, and dzunke to him: 
and alter to paſſe away the after-noone they fell to che lle: 
after a mate oz two, the Counteſſe was called aſide, 


Philomela. 
by one Margareta Stromia a Venetiã Lady, that tame to 
vilit her, and Lutecio went down to walke in the garden 
by chaunce, as de was ſtriking thzonghthe Parlour,hee 

met the Dake whome he tooke by the arme: and led him 
into one of the pztuie walks, there recounted vnto dim 
what reconcilement was growen betweane him and the 
Counteſſe his wile, which highly pleaſcd the dake,ſoth=t 
without any moze croſſe humozs they paſt a long time in 
all contented pleaſures. Til Foztune whoſe enupe is to 
ſabuert content, and whoſe delight is to turne comicks 
mirth, into tragick ſozrowes : enter intothe Theater of 
Philomelas lyfe , and beganne to ad a balefull ſeane in 
this manner. 
PDhilippo, who had not quite extinguiſhed ſuſpition, - 
— 1 the ſcindars of melancholy, theglowing 
ſparks of Jelouſie beganne a freſh to kindle the flame, 4 
to conceit a newe inſight info his actions, whers 
as generally be miſtruſted her and onely thought 
ber a winton as ſhe was a woman. Nowe he ſuſpec- 
ted that there was to much fanuliaritiebetwane ber £- 
Lutecio,and flatly that betwene them both be woze the 
boznes ; pet accuſe her be durſt not, becauſe her paren⸗ 
tage was great, her frends many, and ter honeſtye mot 
of all. Neither had he anye pꝛobable articles to obicc a⸗ 
gainſt her, and therfo:e was dent, but euer murmut ing 
with bimſelfe to this e fed. 
Philppo thou wert too fund, to plot Luteſio a means 

ol his — narrnntbn opoztunitye to woe, which is 
the ſwatelt frend to lane, men can not dally with flre,noz - 
fpozt with affeaton - foz he that is a ſuter inJealt, mays 
— — baue not ſuche a thought in tir 
minde Philip 7 Foz as Luteſio is th trend, ſo is he faith» 
full: and as Philomela is thy wife, ſo ſhe is honeſt : and 
vet both may toyne ilſue and pzoue diſſemblons, louers 
hane Argus eyesto be warye intheir doings,and Augels-' 
— Kit partes art — : 
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laſcinions : though my wife returned a taunting letter 
to him openly, vet ſhe might ſend him ſwete lines ſecret- 
Iye,ber ſatiable anſwere, was but a cloak foz the rayne: 
foz euer ſince they have bene moze familiare and leſſe a⸗ 
ſunder, noz ſhe is neuer merrye it Luteſio beginne not the 
mirth, it Luteſio be not at table, her omacke is queaſy, 
as when the Balcirines hatch, tde ſea is talme, and the 
Phentr neuer ſpꝛeads her winges, but when the ſun bea⸗ 
mes ſbines on ber neſt. 0 Philomela is neuer frolicke 
but when ſhe is matcht in the companpe ol Luteſio, this 
turteſie growes of ſome pzinate kindnes, which if J can 
fiade out by iuſt pzoofe and tirtum ſtance, let me alone to 
reuenge to the bttermoſt. 

In this iellouſe paſſlon he paſled awaꝝ manye dares 
and many moneths, till one day Luteſio beeing alone in 
the chamber whith P hilomela, the Erale comming in and 
bearing they were together, went charily vp the ſtaires, 
per ping in at the locke hole, ſaw them two landing at a 
bay windowe, hand in hand, talking verpe familiarlye: 
which fz ht ſtroke ſuche a ſuſpitious furpe into his head, 
that he wasbalfefrantick, pet did he (mother what hee 
thought in ſilence, and going downe into the garden, left 
the twoitill togeather: being there alone by him ſelfe, 
caſt a thouſand ſuſpitious doubtes in his head, of Luteſio 
and his wyues diſhoneſty, intending to watch moze nar- 
rowly to take them ina trap, while they paze ſoules litle 
miſtruſted bis ielouſie. 
Pe had not ſtaped in the garden long. ere Luteſio and 

the Counteſſe went downe togeather to walke , where 
they found theearle in his dumps, but they two wakned 
him from his dzowſy melancholy, with the pleaſaunt de- 
uices of Sigmor Luteſio. Philippo making at all no ſhew 
ol bis ſuſpition, but entertained his freend with all ac- 
tuſtomed familiarity, ſo that they paſt awaye that days 
with all contented pleaſures, till night the infoztunate 
Rader of Pbilomelas miſfoztunes — 


Philomela. 
the Earle went to bed togeat her, foz as helaye talt ing, 
ſhe ſtarted, being new quickned with childe, 4 feeling the 
bnperfec infant Rirre.Philippo aſking the tauſe, ſhe rea⸗ 
dy to wepe foz Joy,ſaid: god newes my Lo2de,you ſhall 
haue a yanng ſonne : at this his hart waxed coulde, and 
de queſtioned her if ſhee were with childe,ſhee taking his 
band laying it on her ſide,ſaid: feele my Lozd, you mays 
perteiue it mooue, with that it leapt againſt his bande, 
When (he cræping into his boſome,began amozouſlye to 
kiſſe him andcommend him: that thoughfoz the ſpace of 
lower peeres that they had bene married ſhe had had no 
childe, pet at laſt bee had plaied the mans parte, and got- 
tenheraboy. This toucht Philippo at thequicke,and 
doubled thc flame of his It louſie, that as a man halfe lus 
naticke he lept ont ofthe bed. and dzawing his capter,be- 
gan thus to mannace peze Philomcla . Inteſludus i rũ⸗ 
pet,moze wanton then Lamia,moze laſcinious thi Laius, 
and moze ſhameleſſe then Paſophane, whoſe lyfe as it 
bath baue ſhadowed with painted holynes,ſo it hath ben 
full ot peſtilent viilanies, then haſte ſuckt ſubtiltie from 
thy mother, thou haſt learned with Circes to inchit,with 
Calipſo tocharm, with the Sirens to ſing.and al theſe to 
to bzede my deſtruction 2: pet at laſt thy concealed byces 
are burſt open into manifet abuſes, Now is thy luſt 
growen tolight,thy whozdomes to be acted in tbe Thea⸗ 
ters of Uenite, thy palpable diſſolutions to be pzoclaimd 
in the pꝛouimtes of Jtalye , time is the mother of trueth, 
and nowe bath laide open thy life to the woꝛlde: thou art 
with Venus taken in a net by Vulcan, and though thou 
halt long gone to the water, pet at laſt thou art come bas 
ken home. 3 miſtruſted this cf long and haue founde it 
out at laſt, J mean the louts betwane the and that trai⸗ 
tour Luteſio, which although J ſmothered with ſilence, 
vet J hid vppe foz reuenge: 3 haue ſene with grefe, and 
paſt ouer with ſozrow manye od pzanctes, thinking ill 
tune wold haue altered thy — . halt 
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ms oc tobe ß father,nothoughI be blind J wil not ſwal- 


de floung out of the chamber, leaning poꝛe Plulomela in 


dk golde. that they gaue fre conſent to confirme by oatb, 


Philomcla. 
ſpoꝛted thy belly full, and gotten a baſt ard, wouldſt fop 


low ſuch a lie. Foz the time of thy quickning,t bis freſh 
acquaintance iumps in an euen date, this fowze pare I 
baue bene thy huſband, and could not raiſe vppe thy bel- 
ly, and Luteſio no ſonet grew familiar with the, but hee 
got thee with childe, and were it not baſe rumpet, that 
Jreſerue the to further infamy, J would pꝛeſentlpe but · 
cher the and the bzat,both with one tab , and with that 


a great maſe, to here this vnlokt foʒ diſcourſe:inſo much 
that after ſhe had lyen a while in a traunce, comming to 
her ſelfe,ſhe burſt fozthinto aboundaunce of teares, and 
paſſed away the night in bitter complaints, whileſt Phi- 
Iippo mad with the frantick humour of Zelouſie, ſate in 
bis tudphamring bow he might bzing both Luteſio, and 
der to coafuſion,one while he re ſolued to pꝛouide Gallies 
ready oz his paſſage, s th to murther both his wife Lu- 
teſio, and ſo to fla away into ſome fozaine countrep, then 
de determined to accuſe them befoze the Dake his nere 
kinſman, and haue them openly puniſhed with the extre⸗ 
mitie of the la w. vut he wanted witneſſes to confirme his 
Jelouſe allegations: being thus in a quandarp, at laſt he 
called vp two genowaies his ſeruants, flaues that neys 
ther regarded God, religion, noz conſcience, and tt em ha 
ſabozaed with (wet perſwaſt ns and large pꝛomiſes, to 
ſweare that he and they did take Lutcho and F hilomela, 
in an adulterous action, although tte baſe villaines, had 
at all no ſparkes ofhoneſty in their mindes, yet the honoz 
of ladyp,bercourteſie,to al her knowen vertues, and 
ſpeciall god qualities did ſo pzenaile, that they were paſ⸗ 
ling vawilling to blemiſhe her god name with their per · 
iuries. pet af laſt the County cloyde thi ſo with the hope 


what ſo ever be ſhould plot down to them. Mhereupon 
the nert mozning the Carle gat hum earl fo the Duke of 


— 
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Uenice who was hit couſlagermaine,and madeſolemne 
complaint of the diſhonoz offered him by his wife and ſig⸗ 
nio; Luteſio : craving iuſtite, that he might haueſuche a 
manifeſt iniurie redzeſed-with the rigour of the Lawe. 
The Duke whoſe name was Lorenſo Medici, greued 
that bis kinſman was vered with (ach a croſſe, and (02s 
rowed that Philomela, that was ſo famous in Italpe foz 
her beutpe and vertue, ſhould diſhonoeur per ſelfe and her 
buſband by velding ber lone to laſciuious Luteſio, ſwea⸗ 
ring a pꝛeſent diſpatch ot reuenge.and thertupon grauns 
ted out warrantes to bzing them both pzeſentlye befoze 


Philippo gladof this, went his waye to the houſe of 
Luteſio, wel armd,and euery way appointed, as if he dad 
gone to ſacke the ſtrongeſt houlde in all Italpe. carrying 
with him a crueof his freends 4 familiars, furniched at al 
points to appꝛe hend the guiltles gentlcman : aſſoone as 
they came to his houſe. then found one of his ſeruants(ſit- 
ting at the doze : Who ſeing the Earle, ſaluted him reue⸗ 
rẽtię, merueiled what the reaſon ſhould be, dee was acs 
compated with ſuch a multitude . Philippo demaunded 
of him where his maſter was, walking may it pleaſe your 
honour, (quoth he) in dis garden. Then ſapes the earls 
it he be no moze buſte, J will be ſo bould as to goe ſpeaks 
with him, and therefoze followe me ſaith hee totbecrue, 
who p: eaſing inafter the Tarle,encountered Lutcho,c6- 
ming from his gardine to go into dis chamber, aſſone as 
be ſpied Philippo, with a merrye lobe, as if bis harte has 
commanded his eyes, to bid him welcome, he ſaluted the 
Earle moſt gratiouſly, but highlye was aſtoniſhed, to ſa 

ſuch a troope at his heeles. | 
Philippo (contrarie as Luteſio offered foimbzace him 
with bis beſt hand) toke him faſt by the boſome, and pul- 
ling fozth his poineard,ſaid : Trattour, were it not I res 
gard mine honoz, and were loath to be viemiſht with the 
bloud of ſo baſe a companion, ＋ > rip out that faiſe 
| 3 beart 


| berkn#s in moſt hartie and deuout pꝛaier, that it would 


Philomela. 
hart that hath violated the faith once vnited betwirt vs; 


but the extremitie of the lawe ſhall reuenge thy villanie: 
and therefoze Officers, take him into pour cuſtodie, and 
carie him pꝛeſentlie to the Duke, whether 3 will bzing 
ſtraight he trumpet bis Paramour, that they maye re⸗ 
teiue condigne puniſhment foz their bainous and deteſta⸗ 
ble treacherie. 

Poze Luteſio, who little lot fo2 ſach a ar&ting of the 
Carle, wondzed whence this bitter (pech ould growe, 
ſo deeply amazed, that he todas a man ina trance, til at 
laſt gathering his wits together, bee began humblie and 
fearefullie to haue replied, when the Earle commaunded 
the officers to carrie him awaie, and would not heare him 
vtter anie woꝛd. He ſpe ding him home to his own houſe 
to fetch his ſozrowful and faultles wife to heare the bales 
full verdic of hir appeached innocency: comming vp into 
her bed chamber, hee found ber ſi!ting by her bed ſide, on 


pleaſe God to cleer her huſband from his iealoſie. and pꝛo⸗ 
tea her from anie open rep2oach 02 lannder, vttering her 
Duſons with ſuch heart bzeaking ſighs, and aboundance 
of teares, that the baſe catchpoles that came in with him 
toke pittie, and did compaſNonate the cxtremitie of her 
paſſions: But Philippo, as ifhe had participated his na- 
ture with the bloudthirſtie Caniball, oz eaten ofthe ſea- 
thin rot, that maketh a man fo be as cruell in heart as it 
is hard in the rynde, ſtept to her cal ing her backward, 
bad her ariſe ſtrumpet, and haſtelꝑ make her ready, foz 
the Dake ſfaicd foz her comming, and had ſent his offi- 
cers ta fetch her. 


Perplered Philomela, taſting bpherete, and ſaing 
ſuch a crue of rake-hels,reaby to attend vponhim;was ſo 


lurchardged with griefe , that Che fell downe in a paſſion: 


Philippo let her lie, but the Piniſters dept vnto her and 
receined her againe afſone as ſhee was come to her ſelſe, 
the defired Pluhppo, that fozallthe an 


Philomela. 
would grant her but onely this one faucur,that ſhe might 
not be carried befoze the Duke with thatcommon atten⸗ 
dance,but that ſhe and he might goe togcther without ay 
nie further open diſcredit, and then if ſhe could not pzoue 
her ſelfe innocent, let her without fauour abide the penal⸗ 
tie ofthe Lawe : although ſhee craued this Lone with as 
bundance of teares,yet Philippo would haue no remo2ſe 


but compelled her to attire herſelfe , and then conuaped 


her with this crue to the Dukes palace, where there was 
gathered together all the Conſigladiozs and chiefe Pas 
giſtrates ofthe Cittie, her paſſing thzough the ſtrates, 
dꝛaue a great wonder to the Uenefians, what the cauſe 
of hir trouble ſhould be: ſo that infinite number of Citi⸗ 
rens followed her, and as manie as could, ti zuſi tato the 
common Hall to heare what ſhould bee obicded againſt 
Ptulomela, 

At laſt, when the Judges were ſet , and Luteſio and 
Philomela bzougbt to the barre: the Duke commaunded 
Philipo to diſcourſe what articleshe had to obiec againſt 
bis wife and Lutcſio , Phillippo with his eies fall of Zea» 
louſie, and heart armed with revenge, loking on them 
botb,fetching a depe ſigh, began thus. It is not vnknow⸗ 
en to the Uenetians (right famous Duke and honozable 
Magiſtrates of this ſo wozthie a Cittie) how euer ſince 
A married this Philomela, Jbaueyelded her ſuch loue 
with reuerence, ſuch affeaion with care, ſuch denoted fas 
nours with affected aa J did rather dondur her as a 


ſaint, then regarde her as a wife : ſo that the Tienetians 
counted meerather to dote on herertreamly,then to loue 
ber oꝛdinarilie neither can 3 dente mightie Lorenzo, but 
Philomela returned all theſe my fauours with gentle 
loues, and obedient amours, beeing as duetifull a wifes 
as I was a louing huſband, vntill tvis Traitour Luteſio, 
this ingratefalmonCer,that liuing bath d2unke of the ri⸗ 
uer Lethe, which maketh men fozaetfull of what ia paſt: 


ſo he, obliuious of all honour A did him, was W 
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into the garden, (ach was the lous to Philomela,and ſos 


Philomela. 
in this tragick anerthꝛow of the fame of the houſe of Phi- 


- bppo.Japeale to the Uenctians,cuf from the magifrat 


to the meaneſt man, what honozable partes of frendſhip, 
I haus hawen to Lutclio, howe be was my ſecondſelfe, 
ercept Plulomela, his boſome was the Cell, wherin J hid 
vp my lecrets,his month was the Pratle whereby I des 
rected my adions, as J could not be without hispzeſence, 
ſoe I neuer would do anye thing without his counſails: 
comitting thus my ſelfe,m? ſoule. my gods, mine honoz, 
nay my wife,to his honour,only reſcruingher from him: 
of all p I haue pꝛiuate to my ſelte, the traitour (oh liſten 
to a tale of rueth denetians) neither regarding God, noz 
reſpecting his freend, neither moued with feare noz tou» 
che: with faith. fozgetting allfrendſhip,became amozous 
veto woe inp wife, and at laſt diſhoneſtly wan her: and 
now of long timclaſctuiouſly hath viſcdher , which J (oſs - 
peced as litle as J truſted, and affe ded them both depe- 
ly. Bawlong they haue continued in their adulterous - 
iones I knownot :but as timebatcheth trueth, and re⸗ 
uealeth the very entralles of hidden (ccrets, ſo yeſterday 
ah the balefall day ofmy diſhonour: Luꝛelio and my wife: 
being ſuſpected of too much familiarity by my ſeruantes. 
though neuer miſtruſted by mes: were watched by theſe 
Genowaies, who ſ@ing them in the chamber togeather, 
ſhameles as they were, hauing little regard of any pziuy 
pꝛiers into their acmons,fellto theſe amozous ſpoztes, ſo 
openly that thaougha chincke ofthe doze theſe were eve 
witneſſes of there adulterpe Jbeing then in the gar⸗ 
den, comming vp and finding theſe two peping in at the 
doze, ſtole ſccretly vp,and with theſe paze lanes , was a 
behoulder of mine owne diſhonour : Py ſhame was ſo 
great. and in ſoʒrow ſo extreame: to ſ my wife ſo inch- 
ſtant. and my frend ſo falſe, that 3 ſtepped bac againe in- 
to the garden, calling a way theſe varletes: and leauing 
them till agents of theſe vakindvillanies: when cams 


great 
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great the friendſhip J boare to Luteſio that truſt me Ues 
netians had my ſelfe only bane a wit nes of their follies, 
A would haue (mothered the fault wſilence. But know- 
ing that ſuch baſe raſcales would at one time oʒ other be 
blabbes,andſo blemiſh mine honoz,and ſo accuſe me fo2 a 
wittolde tomy owne wife, J reſolued to haue them punt- 
ed by law that hath ſo pernerſlp requited my loue: ther 
foze haue J here pꝛoduted th in opt court, that my diſho- 
noꝛs may end in their reuenge, calling foziuſtice with ex⸗ 
tremity, againſt two perſons of ſuch trecherous ingrati⸗ 
tude. And her Phulippoceaſeddziuvingalthe bearers info 
a great maſe,that the Dake ſate aſtoniſhed, the Conſi⸗ 

gladiozi muſing, and the common people murmuring 
at the diſcourſe of @ignio; Philippo, and bending their 
enuious eyes againſt the two innocents, foz wzonging 
ſo honozable a County. To be bete, Lutchio and Plulo- 
mela were examined, e no doubt, they tould ſunday tales 
to cleere themſelnes,but in vaine,foz the oath of the two 
llaues found them guiltie, whreupon a queſt of choice Ci⸗ 
tizens went vpon the, and boath as guiltycondemned to 
death. When the fatall ſentence ſhould haue bone pz9- 
nounced againſt them,Philppo with a tounterfait coun- 
tenante full of ſozrowe,kneling down, deſired that they 
might not die,becauſe it would graue him to be blemiſht 
with the blode of his wife wbome be had loned, oz of his 
frend whome he hadhonozcd: at whoſe humble intreatye 
Judgement was giuen that Philippog Philomela ſhould 

be deuozted: and he at fre liberty'tomarry whom he lift, 
and Luteſio foʒ euer to be baniſhed, not oncly out of Ue⸗ 
nice but of al the Dukedome and territozies of the ſame, 
Aſſoone as len ente was giut, Luteſio fetcht a great ſigh, 
and laping his band on his boſome ſaid: This bꝛeaſt Phi- 
lippo, did neuer harbcur any diſloyal thoght againſt the, 
noꝛ once Imagine o2 contriue anye diſhonour againſt the 
wife. Whatſoeuer thou haſt wzonglye aucrred, oz the 


Dake hardlye concciued: foz * J appcale to none 
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bub God,whoknoweth me guiltleſſe, and to thine owne 
conſcience : whole wozme foz this wzonge, will euer bee 
reltleſſe. Pybaniſhment J b;oke with patiente, in that 
Aknow time wil diſeouer any truth in my abſence: (moak 
cannot be hidden,no2 the wong of Jnnocents ſcape with 
out revenge . J onelp græue foz Philomela, whoſe chaſ- 
tety is no leſſe then her vertues are manp, t her honours 
as farre from luſt, as thou and thy periured lanes from 
tructh-it botes not vſe many woꝛds, only this J wil ſap, 
men of Nenice hath loſt a freend which he will miſſe, and 
a wife that bee will ſozrow foz. And lo he went out of the 
counſel! houſe, home to his owne lodging, dauing the 
tearmeof twentie one daies appointed fo2 bis departure. 
Philomela poze ſoule , knowing what was in recozde, 
could not be reuerſt:that her credit was crackt,her honoz 
btteripblemiſht,andher name bꝛought in contempt: foz 
all this abaſhed not outwardly, what ſocuer ſheconceited 
inwardlpo, but ſeemed in her farre moze full of fauour 
and beautpe then euer ſhe was befo2e : and her lookes ſo 
modeſt and graue, that Chaſtetye ſamed to ſit in her 
eyes, and to pꝛoclaime the wzong was offered vnto 
ber by theſe periurde perſones. With this aſured and 
conſtant countenaunce,firſt loking on the Duke, on the 
Conſiltadozt, on the commonpeople,and then on her hul⸗ 
band.ſhe vſed theſe wozds. 

O Phihppo Medici, once the loner of -Philomela 
thoghnow the wꝛacke of her honours, and the blemiſh of 
ber highe foztunes. Yowe canſt thou looke to heaven 
and not tremble 2 howe canſt thou behould me, and not 
bluſh: how canſt thou thinke there is a Cod without fear, 
oʒ a hell without hozroar ? canſt thou blinde the deuine 
Pailtieſty:as thou halt led theſe Magiſtrats into a falſe 
opinion of thine owne diſhonour,and my diſhoneſty ile 
teſtes conſciẽtia, ił theſe laues the minifters of thy iealous 
enupe ſhould grow domme, and all the wozld ſilent , pet 
will thine owne conſcience dayly crye out in thine eares, 


that 
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that thou haſt wzongd Philomel a. Jamthe vaughterof 
a Dake,as thou art theſonneof an Earle; my vertues in 
Venice, haue been as great as thine honozs: my foztunes 
and my frends, moze then thine:al theſe will ſearch into 
this cauſe,and if they finde out mine innocencie, thinke 
Philippo wozthieofgreat pennaunce- But in vaine ,-A 
vſe charmes to a deafe Adder, therfoze Philippo, Jleaue 
tha to the choice of anewlone, and the foztune of a faire 
wife, mo it ſhe pzoue as honeſtly amozous towards thee 
as Philomela, then wꝛong ber not with ſaſpition,as thou 
balf don me with ielouſte ; leaſt ſhe pꝛoue to liberall, and 
pay my debts, 

Pet Philippo, haſte thou loſt moze inlofing Luteſio, 
then in fozſaking me, foz thou mapeſt haue manye honeſt 
wiues,but neuer ſo faitbfull a frend : therefoze though I 
be denozced,be thou and he reconciled, leaſt at laſt the hoz 
ro; of thy conſctence,dzawe the into diſpaire, and paine 
thee with tw late repentance . o Philippo tuer wiſhing 
the well, J wil euer intreat that neither God mape lape 
the wꝛong of mpne innocency to thy charge, noʒ my freds 
trium phe in thy mfoztunate reuenge, and lo farewell. 

With this ſhee ſtept foozthe of the Yall, leauing 
Philippo greatly tozmented in his conſcience, and the 
Dake and all the reſt wondꝛing at her patience, ſaying: 
it —4 pittie ſhe was dꝛawen on to wantonneſſe by Lu- 
cello. 

The rumours of this ſpzead thꝛough al Tenice,of the 
laſciuious life of Philomela, ſome ſaid all was not gould 
that aliſtered: that the faireſt faces, haue oft times the 
falſeſt harts: t the ſmottzeſt loks, the moſt freacherous 
thoughts: that as the Agate bec it neuer ſo white with- 
out,yet it is full of black ſtrokes within, e that the moſt 
ſhining ſun,b2&deth the moſt ſharpe ſhowzes:ſo women 
the moꝛe chaſtety they pꝛoleſſe openly, the les chary they 
are in ſecrete of their honeſty: others ſaid, it might bee a 
compacted matter, by the 9 to be rid of his — 

2 ome 


- . . TY "AE EL IE NEU c A 


Philomela. 
ume ald, that the matter might be miſtaken, and mads 


then it was. Thus dynerſly they did deſcant, while 
poꝛe Philomela beeing gotten to a gentlemans houſe, a 
frendof hers, ſate (ozrowfullye reſoluing how ſhe might 
beſt ſalue this blemiſh ; one while ſhe thought to go home 
to the Dake ber father,and incenſe him torenenge, that 
againe ſhe miſtiked,foz by open Jarres, and ciuile diſcens 
tion, were ſhe neuer ſo innocent, pet her name ſhould by 
ſach open bzawlrs,grow moze infamous: another while 
ſhe thought toperſwade Lutecio againſt him, and that be 
might pꝛocure the ſlaues by toꝛture to bewzaye the ſub- 
oznation of periurie, and ſo bzing her huſband within the 
compas of open trecherpe. | E 
Thus the ſecrete loue ſhe bare ſill to Philippo would 
not (uffice,foz ſbehad rather beare guiltleſle ſhame then 
bzingher huſband to perpetuall infamie . Thus did thee 
plot ihe minde ſundzie-wayes of renenge : but at laſt 
this was her reſolutian, th her honoz ſo famous tpzough 
Italp, was now ſo highly ſtaind: (he would neither ſtapt 
in Italpe, noz pet returne to her father: but go into ſome 
ſtraunge countrie, and there die vnkno won, that being ab ; 
ſent from the rumour of her bad repozte, ſhe might liue, 
though pozelp, vet quyet : vpon this determination ſhe 
ſet downe her reſt, and gathered all her cloathes 4 Jew- 
els togeather : foz the Earle ſent her all whatſoever bee 
had ofhers,and ſhe returned him by the meſſenger a ring 
with a Diamond, whererein was wzitten theſe wozds, 
Olim memmiſſe dolebit . The Carle toke it, and put it on 
dis finger, which after bzed his farther miſerte. 

But leaving him a contented man, though with a tro- 
bled conſcience : foz the ſatiſfying of his ielious revenge: 
Againe toPhilomela, who hauing packt vp al her iewels 
and treaſures: liſtned foz a ſhippe, and heard of one that 
made to Palermo in Sicilia. As the paze Counteſſe was 
careles of her (elfe,as a woman halfe in diſpair,ſo ſhelit- 
tu regarded to what pozt of Chziſtidom the bark made, 

and. 
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and therefoze hired paſſagein pſhipſo ſecretly,thatnons 
but her own ſelfe and a page did know, when oz whether 
ſhee ment to make her voyage: ſo that on a ſodaire, ha⸗ 
ning certaine intelligence at what hoerc the ſhip we uld 
warpe out of the Hauen, ſhe ſlipt a waie, and her Page 
with her, and getting abozde vnder ſaile , commit her 
ſcife to God the mercie of the Seas, and to the huſbar d 
of manie hard foztunes The Shippe had not gonc a 
Leage vpon the Seas, but Philomela began to be ſicke: 
where vpon the Paiſter of the hippe comming in to 
comfozte her, found her in his eie ene cfthe faireſt crea- 
tures that euer he ſaw,and though her colour were fom - 
thing pale thzoughher p2cſent ſicknes, pet he could com- 
pare it to no woꝛſe ſhewe then the gliſter ofthe Pong in 
a ſilent night and aclere ſkie, ſo that the phie Ship⸗ 
pers conſcience began to bee pztckt, andlenebeganne to 
ſhake him by the ſleeue, that be ſat downe by her, and af- 
ter his blunt faſhion,gane her ſuch (wet comfozt as ſuch 
aſwatne could affwzd: Philomela thanked him and tould 
him it was nothing but a paſſion that the roughneſle of 
the Seas had wꝛougdt in her, who heretcfoze was vnat⸗ 
quainted with any other waters then the riucr Po, and 
luch (mall crekes as watered 3talie. Betrevppon lhe 
Maiſter departed, but with a Flea in his es re, and loue 
in his eie: foꝛ be had almoſt ſoꝛgot his Compaſſe, he was 
ſo farre out ofsompaſſe with thinking bowe to compaſſe 
Philomela: in this amozous humour, hee began fo viſite 
often, the Cabin wherein Philomela laie, which was a 
meanes rather toencreaſe his furie, then to qualiſle the 
fire of lone that began to heat him: Foz as hee that plap⸗ 
eth with a Be may ſoner fele her ſting then taſte of her 
bonte : ſo hee that acquainteth himſelfe withlone, mate 
moze eaſilie repent him then content him, and ſ@oncr in- 
th2all himſelte ina Labozinth, then get an houre ofqui- 
et libertie. o it fell out with Tcbaldo, foʒ ſo was the 
Maiſter of the ſhip called: foz he = connerſing pzinatclie 
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and familiarlie with Philomela, became ſo farre in loue, 
that he held no happineſſe like the obtaining ofthis lone: 
he noted the excellencie ot her beautie, the exquiſitnes of 
per qualities, and meaſured euerie part with ſach p2eciſe 
indgement, that the ſmal heat of defire,grcw to a glow- 
ing fire of affection. But fo; all this, hee durſt not reucale 
bis mind vnto her leaſt happily by his motion, ſhe ſhould 
be mwued vnto diſpleaſure;But as by time, ſmal ſparks 
grow into great flames:ſo at laſt he wared ſo paſſionate, 
that there was no way With him but death oz diſpair, if 
be didnot manifeſt his thoughts vnto her: reloluing thus 
damnably with himſelfe, that howſoener loue oz foztune 
dealt with him, he would haue his mind ſatiſfied:fo2 if the 
granted, then he would kepe der in Palermo as his Pas 
ramo2:if ſhe denied, ſeeing he had her within the compas 
of his barke, he would haue his purpoſe by fozce, and ſo 
becom Lo2d of his content by congueſt. Thus reſolute he 
went towards the cabin of Philomela to bewꝛap his af- 
fedion vnto her, when dꝛawing nere the doze, he heard 
her playing moft cunningly vpon a late, ccrtaine leſſons 
of curious deſcant, ſtaying awhile, leaſt he might inter⸗ 
rupt ſo (wet muſick:at laſt the left ot. tel from her lute 
to this lamentable complaint. Oh poꝛe woman, wooz⸗ 
thy ſo tearmed, being bzonght to thy woe by a man, now 
doſt thou ſe, that as ſuch as are ſtung by the Tarentula, 
are beſt cured by Puſicke: ſo ſuch minds as are vered by 
ſozrow finde no betterreliefe then a \w&te reliſh of com 
foꝛting melodic. Ah Abſtemia, foz ſo ſhe now called her 
name the moꝛe fo diſguiſe herſelfe, if muſicke ſhonld bee 
anſwerable to thy martirdome, oz the excellencie cf deſ- 
cant comfozmable to the intent ofthe diſtreſſoz : Then 
maſt Apollo bee fetcht from heauen, Orpheus from his 
graue, Amphiõ from his reſt, the Syrens from their roks 
to qualille thy muſings with their muſicks: Foz though 
thepexrcellindegres of ſounds, thoucrcedeſt in diucrſi- 
ties af ſeꝛrowes, being far moꝛe miſerable then muſical; 
and 
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and vet they, the rareſt of all others:once Abſtemia thou 
wort counted the faireſt in Jtaly, and now thou art hol⸗ 
den the falſeſt:thy vertues were thought manp,nowtby 
diſhonozs are counted nomberles:thou wert the glozy of 
thy parents the hope of thy ſriends, the fame of th coun- 
try.the wonder of thy time of modeſtie the peragon of J- 
taly fo; honozable grace, t the patern whcrby wome did 
meaſure their perfections : 2 ſhce that was holden leſſe 
modeſt, was counted a wanton: and che that would ſam 
moze vertuous, was eſteemed too pzeciſe:But now thou 
art valued woꝛth leſſe of all thy foziner honours , by the 
ſtain of one unde ſerued blemiſh. Ag, bad J bin falſe tomy 


puſband, perhaps J had bene moze foztunate, thogh not 


in mine owne conſcience, vet to the eies of the woꝛld le ſſe 
ſaſpeged, and ſo not deteded:but innocent to od is the 
ſwatelt iutence, g a cõſcience without guilt, is a ſact iſict 
of the pureſt ſanoz, What though J be blamedeit my life 


be lent me, my honoꝛ wil be recouered,fo2 as Cod wil not 
ſuffer a murther toe ſcape without puniſhment:ſo he wil 


not let the wzong ofthe innocent goe to his graue with» 
dut reuenge 2 Though thou bee banniſhed Abſtemia, 
pet comfo2t thy ſelfe, account each countrey thine owne, 
and cuerye honeſt man thy neighbour : let thy life beg 
meane , ſo ſhalt thou not bee lokt into: fo2 enuxe cr@- 
peth not (olawe as Totagcs:r&ds bend with the wind, 
when Cedars fall with a blaſt : paoze men relie lightly of 
foztune, becauſe they are to weake fo2 foztune , when 
higher ates fale her fo2ce, becauſe thep noſle in her bo⸗ 
ſome:acquaint not thy ſelfe with manp, le aſt thou fal in- 
tothe hands of flatercrs,fo2 the popular ſozts haue moze 
eics,and longer tongues then the rich: ſame curteous to 
al, but conuerſe with fewe- and let thy vertues bee much 
ſpoken though thy ſelfe liue neuer ſo pꝛiuate. old hone - 
ity moze dar then thy life,x be thouncuer ſo poze,rct be 
chaſt + choſe rather to ſtarue in the frets the liue dain⸗ 
tile at a lechers table:if as thou art bentiful Abſicmia, 


any 
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anie fall inlone with thy fanours, and what hee cannot 
winneby luites, will ſeke to get by fozce,and ſo raviſhe 
the of thy ric heſt glozie : chaſe rather to bee without 
bzeath,then line with ſuch a blemiſh- Thon art fraud- 
leſſe in Sicilia, and though thou complaineſt, thou ſhalt 


not be heard: might onercomes right, and the weakeft 
are fill thʒuſt to the wall. Top;enent therefoze cons 
ſtraint in lone in the greateſt Pzince: I daue pzouided 
(quoty he) a popſon in the ſeale of my ring, as deadly as 
it is litle, reſoluing as ſtoutly as H2niball did, who held 
the like inthe pomell of his \wozde : and chaſe rather to 
die fre, then fall into the hands of Scipꝛo. @o,befoze any 
leather all fozte to ſa*iſfie his paſſion, I wil end my life 
with this fatal poiſon. Do Abſtenia ſhalt thou die moze 
bono2ablie, which is moze dere then to liue diſgraced:e- 
noughis a feaſt, poꝛe wench, what nerds theſe ſolemne 
pꝛeachings: Leaue theſe ſecret dumps and fall to th 
Lute, foz thou ſhalt hane time enougb fo thinks of ſoz⸗ 
row: and with that (he tuned her ſtrings, and ina merrie 
vaine plaicd th:e oꝛ foure pleaſaunt lc ſſons. end at laſt 
ſung to her ſelfe this concerted dit ie. 


r 
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Then Jead e ſhame. 


Toue could not hide Jos ſcape, 


Nor conceale Caliſtos rape. 
Both did fault, and both were famed. 


Light ofloues wheme luſt had ſhamed. 
Letnot women truſt ro men, 
They can flatter now and then. 
And tell them manie wanton tales, 
Which doe breed their afterbales. 
Sinne in — ſinne we ſee, 
And greater lene, cauſe greate of gree. 
Mains peccatum, this I read, 
Ifhe be high that doth the deed. 
Mars for all his Dietie. 
Could not Venus dignifie, 

But Vulcan trap her and her blame, 
Was pos with an open ſhame, 
All the Gods laught them to ſcorne, 
For dubbing Vulcan with the horne, 


Whercon may a woman boſt, 


4 


If her chaſtitie be loſt. 


Shame awaithvpon her face 
Bluſhing checks and foule diſgrace, 
R will blab, this is ſhe 

t with her luſt winnes infamie. 


Iiuſting loue be ſo diſgract, 


Die before you liue vnc 
For better die with honeſt fa me, 


— | 
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Aſone as Philomela had ended her dittie, ſhe laid 


do bun her Lute, and fell to her booke:bat Tebaldo having 


beard all her ſecret meditatid,wasdziven in ſuch a maſe, 
with the conceipt of her incomparable excellencie,that he 
ode as much aſtoniſbed to heare berchaſte ſpaches, as 
Acton to ſa Dianas naked beauties:entring with a per- 
ting inſight into her vertues, e perte iuing ſhee was ſome 
greater perſonage then hee at the firſt tooke her fog. his 
lone was ſo qualed with the rarenes of her qualities, 
that he rather indcuouredtohonoz her as a ſaint, then to 
lone her as a paramour : deſirenow began to chaunge to 
reuerente, and affection to an doneſt deuotion: that bee 
Chamed be once thought any way luſt towardes ſo vertu- 
ous a creature:thus Petamozphoſed, he ſtept into her ca 
bin, and found her reading, to whome he did ſhewe mozs 
then accuſtomed reuerence: which Philomela returned 
with equall curteſie. At lait he touldher , how bee had 
beard her lamentable diſcourſe of her miſfoztune-and the- 
honozable reſolution ofher honeſtye, which did lo tye him 
to be deuoted towards her, that if when ſheecame into 
Palermo, his pwze houſe might ſerus her fo; a lodging, it 
and all therein, with him ſelfe and his wife, ſhould bee at 
der commaund. Philomela thankedhim bartely fo; bis 
kinde and courteous p2offer, and pꝛomiſed to her abili--. 
tie, not tobe bngratefull. 

Well, leauing her vnder ſaile towardes Palermo, to 
S.Ganami Luteſio, who harbozing a hateful i- ꝛent of re- 
nonge in his minde againſt the County Philippo, thoght 
to pay bim home pat in dis lappe , and therefoze ma- 
king as ſpedy a diſpatch as might be, of his affaires: bee 
takes his tourney frõ Uenice towards the Dake of Mil- 
lamescourt,the father of Philomela, towhome he had re- 
colited what had hapned to his daughter, what hadchan 
ted to him, and how great diſhonour was offered to him 
by ber haſband. The Duke although thefe newes tou- 
ched him at the quick. yet diſembledthematter, and be⸗ 
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gannein great choller to vpb2ait 
dauere nen — doubt 
_ — —— ber would 
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emptazy e hard —_ = 
2 Tothis! bet. ſentence,as either — —— foper 
bis Luteſiomade to jm, 
—— repye, that the Earle 
ter ke — — * . Ivete 
ter,andthereaſon pat btwane im an vi 
athreaſn wh de wpae them _ od 
men tolay hands es opinton,but | But al daugh⸗ 
ville pfurthetrialt of — — = 
und him to haue played _ ater, wearn 
—— — 
both dum, noz her 
— — 
to the 


'houſe of Pillaine. 


Upon this cenſare 
pꝛiſon, and —.— taried 
pi the the Duke,L | 
: to — derer — — 
aaa deen a fatal ef this franng 
one When thus Dai 
one ofthe the Dake was —— 1105 
rans w TI , whoſe coſe — 5 
bato him: aſons — _—_ E 
dean rener ec — — 
aſfonithed at the rammt him ae 
— er — —— 8 
e bimthathe w. bene — = 
* ſeruaunt to NW ana hadds 
hilippo Medic —— han 
can one ofthoſsperivredtratonrsthae 
* 2 that 


bad 


Philomela. 
. had bozne falſe witnes againſt his daughter Philomels, 
At this the Duke ſtarted out of his ſeat , and taking the 
fellow courteouſly bp, bade him not to feare no; doubte, 
fo; if he ſpake nothing but the trueth, be ſhould not only 
be freely pardoned, but highly rewarded. 

Upon this the poze lane diſcourſt from point to point, 
Firſt the ſingular chaſtitie of his ledy and Miſtreſſe, and 
then the deepe Jelouſie of Philippo, who firſt as bee had 
learned, cauſed his dere frnd Signio; Greuani Luteſio, 
to trpe her, who finding her wiſe, vert uous, and conſtant. 
fell out with the Earle, that de would wong his wyfe 
with ſuch canſeles ſuſpition aſter he rehearſed how the 
County grew Jeloaſe, that Philomela fanozed Luteſio, 
and becauſe he had no pꝛofe to confirme his miſtruſt, but 
bis owne douting head, be ſabozned him, and a fellows 
of his to ſweare, that they ſaw Luteſio and the Countes 
even in the very act of Adultery, which in them was per - 
iurie, and in him letcherpe: fo both the Gentleman, and 
their Ladye was innocent, and with that falling dotons 
on his knees, and melting into tearcs, het crauedpardon 
of bis Ipfe. 

The Dake whoſe eies were full of fire , as ſparking 
revenge and hate, dad htm bee of god chere, andpulling 
bis parſe out of his pocket, and gaue it him fo2 an earneſt 
penny ef further freendſhip, and charged his Gentlemen 
togiae the Geneuaye god entertainment. And w that 
ſent fo; Signioz Luteſio cut ef pꝛiſon, ſ (ozrowfull that be 
dad wꝛongd him ſo much, tould him how one of the Geno- 
nais was come 5̊ gaue falſe witnes againſt his daughter, 
t had reuealed all: which ioyed Lutecio at the very bart, 
ſo that humbly t with watrie cha&ks , he deſired the duke 
to reuenge his daughters wzongs, but as litle botedhis 
intreatpe, as ſpurres to a ſwift hozſe- Foz the Duke ga⸗ 
thering a mightie armie, made as much ſpad as might bs 
towards Uenice, intending to quit the wzong p:offeren 
to Pailomela by ſuſp itious Phiippo , who then liued = 
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all defkred content, in $his Jelions humoz was ſatiſſie d: 
was determining where to make anewchoiſe fo; fanoz, 
when time chere this change of foztnne, that newes was 


bzongdt into Tience, that not onelpe the Pillaine Duke 
was come downe, to waſte and ſpoile the citties belong- 
ing vnto the Signozic of Uenice,but alſo ment to gather 
all the fozces of his frendes in Chxſtendome, to reuenge 
the abuſe offered to his daughter Philomela. 
bis newes being come vnto the rares oł Philiypo, 
made him fo2get dis wotng, and begin to wonder how he 
ſhould ſhift ofthe miſfoztune ready to light vpon him, if 
any thing were pꝛoued of his ſuboꝛning treacherye: hee 
now-beganne to enter into conficeration with bim ſelfe 
that it Luteſio wer gotten to Millaine, he would not only 
lay the plot of all nuſchicfe againſt him, but alſo diſcover 
his treaſon,4 incenſe the Dake to rsuenge, and vpon this 
be thought grew the occaſion of his men in armes: then 
did he feart leaſt the Genouaie that was run away from 
bim,ſhould com to the Dukes court, 4 there conflrme by 
autferittcall pzofe , what Lutecio vpon his bono; did afs 
firme:thus diuerſly perplered,be remained in great diips, 
while the Duke and Conſiliadiozie of Uenice gathering 
into their ſenate houſe began to conſult what reaſon the 
Millonians dad to inuade their territozies. And therfoze 
to be fully ſatiſſied in the cauſe, they ſent Embaſſadours 
to inquire the reaſon why he roſe in armes againſt the? 
whether it were foz the ſentence offered againſt Philo- 
mela oꝛ no? and if it were, that be ſhould herein re{t (atiſ- 
fied. That as ſhe was exiledby law, ſo ſhe was iuſil con 

demned fo; letcherie: 
The Ambaſadours hauing their charge,came to the 
Duke, lying then not farre of from Bergamo, and did 
their meNage vnto him, which he reanſweredthus : that 
bee was not come as an enemy againſt them , but as 8 
painatefoe to Philippo , andtherefoze required to aps 
3 : not by armes, _ 
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' witnedes in the Senate houſe of Uenice:and if ſhe were 

found grulties, to haue condigne puniſhment enioynde 
and execated again@ Philippo : This if they did denie, 
be was come with his owne blade, and his Seuidiers to 
plague the Uenetians foz the partiall iudgementes of 
their Magiſtrates: and if they ment to haue him come 
into Wenice, be craued foz his aſſarance ſufficient boſta- 
ges. The Ambaſſadozs returned with this aunſwere to 
the Dake and the Conſiliadozie, who held dia requeſt 
paſſing reaſonable,and thought it would be diſhonoz to 
them and their eſtate,if they ſhould Rand in deniallofſo 
equall a demaund: and therfoze the Duke, not onely ſent 
hum his onely Sonne, but ſire young ſonnes moze, al the 
Sonnes of men of honour foz hoſtage. Upon whole ari⸗ 
ual,the Duke of Pillaine anely accompanied with Lu- 
teſio, the Genouaies, and ten other noble men went to 
the Cittie , and was magnificently intertained by the 
Dake and the Cittizens : where feaſting that day, the 
nert mozning they reſolued to mat in the Senate houſe, 
to hear what could be alleadged againſt Philippo, whom 
. they cited peremptozilie to appeare, to aunſwereto ſuch 
obiections as ſhuld be laid againſt him. The guiltie Earl 
now began to fele remozſe of conſcience, and to doubt 


pk the iCae of his treacherie : and therefoze getting into 


bis cloſet, be called the Senonaie to him, and there began 
to perſwade him, that although both @ignioz Luteſio 
and his fellowe did bewzay the ſuboznation of periurie, 
pet he ſhould denie it vnto the death, andfoz his reward 
be bad him take halle his treaſure and his fredome. The 
Genouay made ſolemn pꝛoteſtation that be would per⸗ 
Ffourmeno leſſe then he commanded him: and therevpon 
as an aſſamſit, toke the ſignet of the Earle, fo: perfo2- 
mance of allconenants. Thus armed as hethought, in 
that he reſtedſafly in the ſecrecy ol his lane:the next day 
be appeared in the Senate houſe, whether the Dukes of 
Millaine and of Tenice came with all the K 
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and chiefe Citizens of the town, to heare how this mat» 
tor ſhould be debated. At laſt the Duke of Pilaine aroſe 
amongſt them al and began thus to diſcourſe:J tome not 
Menetians fo enlarge my territo:ics with the ſwozde, 
though J haue burtened your bozders with the waight 
ot armed men: IJrifenot in armes to ſæ he martiall ho- 
nours, but ciuill iuſtice: not to claime other mens right, 
but mine obne due, which is reuenge vpon falſe Phil 
fo; his &yacherie againſt ray innocent daughter Philo- 
mela: Innocent I tearme her, though iniurp bath wzon- 
ged her, and pet Jaccuſe not your Duke oz Conſiliado- 
rie of iniuſtice, becauſe their cenſure paſt accozding to ths 
falſe euidence pꝛopounded by periurd Philippo ;: But J 
claimeinlkice without partialitie againſt him, which if it 
be granted, Jſhall highly pzaiſe your Senate, and bet e- 
ner p;ofeſt pour friend: Afit be denied, J am tome in 
armes to defend my daughters innocencie, and with my 
bloud to paint reuenge vpon the gates of Venice. 37 J 
ſpeake ſharplp, blame me nof,fith mine honour is toucht 
with ſuch a blemiſhe : the diſcredite ofthe daugdter is a 
ſpot in the parentes bzowe, and there foze if J ſake to ex⸗ 
cuſe her, accuſe not me: do but what honoz commands, 
and nature binda mee to. Foz pꝛole that J tome not to 
ſanciifle ſinne in my daughter, oꝛ ſhadow her ſcapes with 
my conntenance; J haue bought here not onely Luteſio 
bot one of their ſlaues which was by Philippo induced 
togine falſe enidence to affirme as much as J auerre: 
therefoze J onely crane they may bee examined with e- 
quitie,and J be ſatiſfied onely in juſtice. Thus with his 
face full of wzath,he ſate downe ſilent : when the Conſi- 
Kadozie amazed at this bziefe and ſharpe ſpieche ot the 
Millanois, began to examine the Genouaie, who tonteſt 
all the treacherie: they hearing this, demanded of Phil- 
hppo how be could anſwere the confeffion of dis lane: 
be ſmilingly made this ſcoznefullreplie. J dope woztbie 
Duke, and þonozable Senate of Venice, na 


aue, either by gold 92 p20 


ſabozned ; 
receine what befoze by ſolemne oath — 


merites , be Would impartiallys 
At this the Genonate fling 
trembling as 


ring his ſpirites together, 
ſpeech, falling do wne vpon 
teares, he tonłeſt and diſcourſt the whole 


of the Carles villanie intendedagainlt Philomela:whers 
at there was a great ſhoutin the enat houſe, andclaps 
ping of hands amongeſt the common people: they all tz 
iopcrytng Philomela, innocent Philomela. At this the 
@enatours late ſilent, and the Duke of Milaine vert, 


and the County Philppo.nowfieling azeadfol remog® 
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in his conſcience bi tered theſe wozdes with great reſolu⸗ 
tion. Now dos J pꝛooue that true by experience, which 
tarſt J held onelye foz a barepzouerbe, that tructh is the 
daughter of tyme and there is nothing ſo ſccrete,but the 
date of many dayes wil reuealit:that as ople thogh it be 
moiſt, quencheth not fire-ſo time thoughneucrſolcng, is 
no ſure touert fo; ſin:but as a ſparke rate bp in tinders, 
will at laſt beginne to glowe and manifcſt a flame: ſo 
treachery hidden in ſilence, will burſt foozth and trye ſoz 
reuenge. Whatſoeuer villanie the heart doth wozke, in 
pꝛoceſſe of time the wozme of conſcience wil bewzay: oh 
Senatozs, this may be applyedto my ſelfe, whoſe ielouſe 
bead compaſſed this treaſon to Philomela, andthis trets 
cherie to Luteſio, the one a moſt honeſt wife , the other a 
moſte faithfullfrend. 

It booteth little by circumſtaunce to diſtouer the 
ſozrow I conceaue, oz little nede Jſhowe my wines Ins 
nocencye , when theſe baſe laues whome J ſubozned fa 
periure themſelues, haue pzoclaimed her chaſtity, and my 
diſhonoz:ſuſfice it th, p A repent though to late, t would 
make amends, but J haue ſinned beyond ſatiſfadion, foz 
there is no ſufficient recompence fo; vatuſte.launder. 
Cherefaꝛe in penalty ofmny periurie towards Philomela 
Acranemp.ſelfe iuſt ice againſt my felfe., that you would 
ee d but no leſſe then the extremitie of 
death. 

At theſe wozdes of Philippo, the people murmured, 
and the Senate ſate a while conſulting withthemſelucs, 
what wer beſt to do, at laſt thep refetred it to the Duke 
ofpline giue ſentence and cenſure againſt Philip- 
po, le ing the wzdg was his daughters, and the diſhonoz 
bis,who beeing a man of a milde nature, and full of royal 
þonoz in his thoughts ,ryſing vp with a countenance diſs 
coucring a kinde of ſafiſfacion,by the ſubmiſſe repentace 
of Phihppo, pꝛonounſt that the Earle ſhould abyde that 
penaltie iuas eniopned to his — was, _ 
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he ould bee baniſhed that both the Genonayes Coulds 
haue thcirlibertye,and a thouſand Duccats a pate: and 
that Luteſio ſhould haute his iudgment reuerſt, and de re⸗ 
ſtozed to his fozmer fredome. 

At this cenſure of the Duke, they all gaue a generall 
applauſe,and hippo there with teares in bis eyes, tan 
leaue, pꝛoteſting to ſpend his exilecontentediyin ſ@king 
out of Philomels, and when he had found her. then in der 
pꝛeſente to ſacrifice his blode as a ſatiſfagion fo2 his le- 
cherie. Luteſio likewiſe (woze to make a queaſt fo; her, 
and ſo did the Genouapes, andthe Duke her father was 
as foʒward, and the Senate bzoke vpp, and the Dake of 
Millaine foꝛthwith departedhome to his own countrey: 
where leaning him going home ward, and Phil:ppo, Lu- 
teſio, and the Genouais leeking foz Philomela 2 

Once againe to the innocent Lady, who being arry- 
ned in Palermo, was not onely conrteovſlyintertained of 
the p. ol the hippe, but alſo of his wife : who noting 
her modeſtp, vertue, ſilence, and other god pꝛoperties, 
rare qualities. was ſo far in loue with her, that ſhe would 
not by any meanes let her departe out of her houſe , but 
with a ſimpathte of ſweete affectiones, did loue line two 
ſiders in ſomuch that Philomela was bzought to bedde, 
and had a pong Donne, called Inſoztunatus, becauſe he 
was bozne in the extremitie of his mothers miſerie: The 
M ol the Chippe and his wife being pledges of his Chzilt- 
endome living thus obſcure and pet famous in Palermo 
fo; her vertnes,ſhe found that of all muſicke the meane 
was the merrieſt,that quiet reſted in lowe thoughts, and 
the ſaleſt tontent in the pooꝛeſt cottages:that the higheſt 
trees abide the ſharpeſt ſtoʒmes, and the greateſt perſo⸗ 
nages the ſozeſt frownesof Foztune: therefoze with pa- 
tience ſhe bzokt her homely conrſe of lyfe , and had moze 
quiet pes now in the ſhip-maſters houſe in Palermo, 
then the had in her pallace in Wennice, onelye her dil⸗ 
content was when ſhe thought on Philippo,that be bad 


pꝛoued 
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pʒoued ſo vnhinde: and on Luteſio, that foz her ſake het 
was ſo deeply iniuried, pet as wel as ſhe might. ſhe ſalued 
theſe ſozes, and couered her hard foztanes with the ſha- 
dow of her innocencye. While thus ſhe liuedhonozablie 
in Palermo, not foz her excellent behauiour and good 
qualitie : It foztuned that the Duke of Pilaine and Lu- 
teſio both diſguiſed like two palmers, hadpaſſed thzogh 
many places toſ&ke Philomela, and to reduce her from 
 baniſhment,and at laſt arpued in Palermo, intending to 
ſoiourne there foz a while, and then to paſſe bp to Sama- 
goſſa, and ſo thzough all Sicilia, to haue intelligence of 
the deſtreſſed Counteſſe. While thus they ſtaped inqui⸗ 
ring diligently of her, and not hearing unpe newes, ſith 
the was ſeldome ſ&ne abzoad, and beſide that her name 
changed and called Abſtemia. 

It chaunced that either by Foztune oz deſtanie, there 
arrpued at the ſame time in Palermo, the County Philip- 
po Medici, who hauing trauailed thzough divers coun- 
trepes, to finde out his innocent Connteſſe, wearied at 
laſt not ſo much with trauaile, as with the gnawing 
wozme of a guiltye conſcience that ill toꝛmented him: 
de beganne moze and moze to enter into diſpaire, and to 
thinke bis lyfe loathſome vato him, wiſhing daplye foz 
deatb,ſo it might not come th2zongh the guilt of his own 
band, e yet reſoluing rather to bee the murtherer of him 
(ſelfe,then thus to linger out his dates in diſpaire. Jn this 
perplered paſſion, hee gat dim into a tbicke grone, there 
the better to communicat in his melancholie, vowing if 
hee hearde not of Phi!omelain that cittie, to make that 
grove the monumet of his graue:thus deſirous ot death, 
dz ot the recouery of his wife: It foztuned that Arnoldo 
Frozzo, ſonne and heire to the Duke of Palermo, being 
in loue with a poung gentlewoman, whole lodging was 
diſtaunt ſome thꝛa leagues from the Cittie, pꝛicked foz- 
ward by the extremitie of affection, thought to go viſite 


her, although he was not onely fozbidden by his _ 
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but watched, leaſt pzinilye he might Neale vnto her: ret 
as loue can finde ſtat ting hoales, he deuiſed this pollit ie: 
hee carried a llaue that remained in his Fathers houſe 
abzoad to the groue with him, where Phil:ppo lap lurk- 
ing, and there chaunging apparell with him, he got him 
to bis defired Miſtres, and bad the aue returnc couert⸗ 
ly into the Cittie, and mæt him the next day at the ſame 
place:parting thus, as be was going home warde, hee 
was met by a young Dicilian gentleman, named Petro 
Salmo ; who bearing a moztal grudge to the Dukes ſon, 
in that he affected the Centlewoman whome hee lo ten- 
derlyloued ; ſa ing him alone, and thinking him to bee 
Arnoldo Strozzo by his apparell, and dæming hee came 
now from his beloued Mill res, ſet vpon him, and ſie we 
him: and with his rape ir ſo mangled his face, that by no 
meanes he could be diſcerned, and thereupon fled. 

Arnaldos page miſſing his P. ſab ing abꝛoad foʒ him 

in the ficldes,fo2 that he deſired oft times to be ſolitarie, 
light vpon the dead body of the llaue, and iudge ing it to 
be his . becauſe he was in his apparell, cried out, ran 
home and carried newes therof to the Duke his Father: 
who as a man diſtraught of his wits, comanded ſtraight 
ſearch to be made, to finde ont the aco2 ofthe Zragedyc, 
cauſing the de ad coꝛps to be conuered with muche greerke 
and man; teares. 
All the Courtiers, gentlemen and others, ſcught a⸗ 
bꝛoad to ſæke out the authoꝛ ot this murther: and not far 
of where the lane was ſlain, ſound Plulippo walking vp 
t downe vntruſt, his hat lying by him, and his rapier in 
bis hand:thecourtiers ſ&ing ama thus ſuſpitious, made 
inquirie what he was: why quoth the Countie, Jam the 
man you loke fo: Art thou then ſatd the Couſin of Ar- 
naldo, that bloudy traitour, that haſte ſlaine the Dukes 
ſonne ? The Countie gladhe had ſo ſwerte an occaſion to 
be rivofhis lyfe,reſolute, and bzefely ſaid, J Parry am 
J and I will kill his father to, if euer Jreache him: 
with 
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with that they laide hould vppon him and carried him to 
pꝛiſon, and as he went by the way, they cxaminde u hat 
hee was, but that by no meancs hee would reueale vnto 
them : onely he ſaid he was an Italian, purpoſelye come 
from Venice to ad it. Mewes ſtraight was carried to 
the Duke, that the murtherer was taken, who was 
bighly glad thereof, and reſolued the next dape with the 
ſtates of the countrep, to ſit iniudgement . as fame and 
repo2te cannot be ſilent, ſo it wasliraight nopſed abzoad 
thꝛough Palermo, that the Dukes ſonne was ſla ine by 
a Uenetian, and how he was taken, and ſhould the next 
day be arraigned and executed. | 

Philomela hearing that hee was a Uenefian that had 
dene the derde: deſirous toſe him, toke the Paiſter of 
the ſhips wife with her, and went to the pꝛiſon, and there 
by fauour ofthe Gaplcr, ſawe him though a windowe, 
aſſone as Philomela had a viewe of him, ſhe ſawe it was 
Philippo Medici her huſoand diſguiſed, t baning in his 
face the very ſignes of diſpair. This ſight of her huſband 
dꝛoue her into amaze, pet to conccale the matter to her 
felfe, ſhe ſaid ſhe knewe not tde man. As thus ſhe was 
landing talking with the Gapler, there came a Uenetiã 
that was re ſident in Palermo, and de ſired that he might 
ſee the Gentleman that had done the murther , but the 
Gaplcr would not ſuffer him, but inquired what country 
man he was: he anſwered a Uencttan, and that is the 
reaſon quoth hæ, that 3 am deſirous to haue a ſight of 
bim. Philomela hearing that he was a Ucnetjan,alked 
him what newes from Uenice : The Sapler, fo2 ſo hee 
was, diſcourſed vnto her what late had chaunced, and 
amongſt the re{t,he diſcouered the ſoztunes of Philomela 
and how ſhe was w2ongfally accuſed by her huſbandthe 
Carle. how her Father came to Uenice, and hauing ber 
accuſers two llaues examincd, they conkeſt the Carle 
ſuboꝛned them to the periurie: wherupon Philippo was 


baniſhed, and now as a man in diſpaire, ſonght about to 
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{de ont his wiſe. 

Vauomela hearing theſe newes, thanking him, foke 
her leaue of the Sailer and went dome, whers getting 
alone into her chamber, ſhe began thus to meditate with 
her ſelfe: now Philomela thou maiſt ſee heauens are iuſt, 
and Ood impartiall, that though he defers, he doeth not 
acqut:that thogh he ſuffer the innocent to be wzonged, 
pet at laſt hee perſecuteth the malicious with reuenge: 
that time hatcheth trueth, and that true honoz mape be 
biemiſht with enupe, but neuer btterly defaced with ex⸗ 
tremitie: now is thy lyfe laid open in Nenice, and thy 
fame reuiued in ſpight of Foztane:now maieſt thou tri- 
umphe in the fall of thx Jeliouſe huſband, and waite thy 
chaſtitie in the characters of his blode, ſo ſhall he die dil⸗ 
graccd,and thou returne to Tienice as a wonder: Now, 
hal thine eie ſe his end, that bath ſought to ruinate the, 
and thou liue content and ſatiſfied in the iuſt teuenge 
of a periured huſband. 

Oh Philomela, that woꝛde huſband is a high tearme 
"| eaſily pꝛonounced in the mouth. but 1euer to be baniſhed * 
1 from the hart, knoweſt thon not that the loue of a wife 
mult not end, but by death: that the tearme of marriage 
is dated in the graue, that wpues ſhould ſo long loue and 
obey , as they line and dzawe bzeath : that they ſhould 
pꝛeferre their hulbands honoz befoze their owne life, and 
chooſe rather to die, then ſ& him w2onged. Why elſe did 
Alceſt die foz Admetus 2 Why did Portia eate coales foz 
the loue of Brutus, if it were not that wines ought to end 

their liues with their loues? 

Truth (Philomela) but Philippois a traptour, he 
hath imblemicht thy fame, ſought to ruine thine honour, 
aimde at thy life, condemnd the both to diuoꝛzce and ba⸗ 
niſhmert , and laſtly hath ſtainde the high honozs of thy 
Fathers houſe. 

„ | And what of all this Philomelaz hath not euerie man 
El | bis fault: Js there any offence ſo great,thatmaynot bee 
4 | fozgiuen: 
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fozaiuen? Philippo did not weozke thee this wꝛong Les 
cauſe be loucd ſome other, but becauſe he oucrloved the: 
t'was Jelouſie, not laſciuiouſnes that fozit him to that 
follie: and ſuſpition is incident onely to ſuch as are kind 
beartedlcuers.Yath not Godrevengde thy iniurie. and 
thy Father puniſht him with the like penaltie that thy 
ſelfe doeſt ſuffer? and wilt thou now glozie in his miſcric: 
No(Philomela)ſhew thy ſelfe vertuous, as ere thou haſt 
bene honozable, and he ape coales on his head, by ſhew- 
ing him fauour in extremitie. If he hath lain the Dukes 
ſonne, it is th2zough deſpaire : and if hee had not come hi⸗ 
ther to ſeeke the, hee had not fallen into this miſfoztune. 
The Palme tre the mozeit is pꝛeſt downe , the moze it 
ſpꝛowte th vp: the Camomul the moꝛe it is troden, the 
werter ſmell it peeldeth: euen ſo ought a good Wife to be 
kind to her huſband midſt his greateſt diſcourteſies, and 
rather to venture her life, then ſuffer him incur any pꝛe⸗ 
iudice, and ſo will J doe by Phulippo ; foz rather then be 
ſhall die, in the ſight of Philomela J wil iuſtiſie htm with 
mine owne death, ſo ſhall my ende bee honozable, as mp 
life hath bene wonderfall, 

With this (hee ceaſcd and went to her reſt, till the 
nert dap moꝛning, that the Dukes, and the ſtates gathe 
red togither to ſit in iudgement: whether came Luteſio, 
and the Duke of Þillaine diſguiſcd,to ſe what he was, 
that being a Uenetian committed the murther, there 
alſo was Philomela, and the ſaplers wife. Atlaſt the 
County Philippo was bꝛought fozth, whome when the 
Duke of Pillaine ſawe,iogging Luteſio with his hand, 
he whiſpered and ſaid, ſe Luteſio, where man favours, 
pet God doth incrtremitie reuenge: now ſhal we ſe the 
fallof our enemie, pet not touched with hisblode.whil- 
pering thus amongeſt themſelues. | 

At laſt the Dake of Palermo began to examine him, 
if he were he that ſlew his ſonne, he anſwered that dee 
was the man, would with his blood anſwer it: what 
14 moued 
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grudge quoth he, that hath bene betweene him and me 
enec lince he wasin Uenice, and foz that cauſe reuenge 
was ſo reſtles in mp minde , that J came from thence, 
purpollp fo ad the tragedy, and am not ſozp that Jbaue 
contented my thoughts with his blode: at this his ma⸗ 
nifelt confeſſion, the Dake full of wzath aroſe and ſaid, 
it was boteles farther to impannell any Jurye, © theres 
foe vpõ his wozds he would pꝛonoũce ſcntence againft 
bim. Then Philomela talling tothe Duke, and dcfiring 
ſhe might be heard,began thus to plead. 
O mighty Duke ſlape thecenſure, leaſt thy verdict 
w2ong the innocent, f thou condemne an earle thzough 
his owne diſparing euidence: I ſe, and with trembling 
I fale , that a guiltye conſcience is a thouſand wit- 
neſſes. That as it is vnpoſſible to couer the light ofthe 
Sunne with a Curtaine:ſo the remozſc of murther can 
not be concealed in the cloſet of the molt ſecrete conſp 
ratoz. 
Foz ſtanding by. and hearing the ready to pzonoiice 


ſentence againſt the Innocent, J euen J that commit 


ted the dede, though to the exigent of mine owne death; 
could not but burſt fo:th into theſe exclamations to 
ſane the lackleſſe: Anowe therefoze that he which tans 
deth here befoze the Judgement ſeate, is an Earle , 
though baniſhed: his name is Countie Pluhppo Medi- 
ci, my huſband, and once famous in Italie, though here 
he be blennſht by Foztune : At this, all the companye 
lokt vpon her, Philippo as a man amazed, fod ſtaring 
on her face, the tearcs trickling downe his cheeks to ſa 
the kindenes of his wife, whome ſo deepely he had inins 
red: and the Duke of Millaine her Father with Lute ſio 
were in as great a wonder. Laſt ſhe pꝛoſecuted her pur⸗ 
poſe thus: It were to long wozthye Scicilians to re- 
hearſe the w2onges this Philippo bath bled againſt me 
diſtreſſe d Counteſſe, thzough his extreame * , 
onelp 
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anal let this befely ſuffiſe, hee ſuboꝛned bis lanes to 
ſweareJ was ſcene in the ac of Adulterp: they were be- 
lerued, A deuozted and baniſhed : and here euer ſince, J 
baue lived in contented patience. But ſince my exile, 
time that is the reuealer of truth, hathmade the lanes 
bew2aye the effect of the matter, ſo that this pzeſent 
Carle is found guilt pe, mine honour ſaued, he baniſhed, 
and now ertreamly diſtreſſed. 

Conſider then Sicilians,ifthis County my huſband 
bath offced me ſach w2zong, what reaſon J bad fo plead 
fo; his lyfe? were it not the guilt of mine owne conſci- 
ence,fo:ceth to lane the innocent : who in a diſpairing 
humoꝛ wearie ot his lyfe , confefſeth himſelfe authoz of 
that murther which theſe handes did execute. Jam the 
woma the infoztunate Counteſſe (Sicilians) who ſub- 
o2ned by a Sttilian gentleman, whome by no toztures 
J will name: firſt pzaciſed.by witchcraft Arnaldos 
death:but (ing that would not pꝛeuaile, J ſonght to 
met him alone, which J did yeſterday by the groue, and 
there offring him a humble ſapplication,and be ſtouping 
to take it courteouſly : 4 ſtabd him, and after mangled 
him in that ſozt yon found him. 

Chis is trueth, this is my conſcience, and this J am 
by Godinfo2med to confeſſe. Then woztbie Duke ſane 
the innocent Earle, and pꝛonounce ſentence againſt me 
theoffender- Jſpeakenot this in that 3loue the Coun- 
tte, but that Jam foꝛſt vnto it, by the remozſe of mine 
owns conſcience. 

Herre the ended, and all they ſtode amaſed: and Phi, 
 lippobeganne againe to reply againſt her, that ſhe did 
it toſane him: but in vaine were his woꝛdes, foz the al- 
ledged ſuchp;obablereaſons againſt ber ſelfe, that the 
Duke was ready topzonounce ſentence agatnft her,and 
the Duke her father at the point to bew2ay bimlelf, hav 
it not bene that Arnaldo 5 ſon com- 
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ming home, and mieting certaine plaine countrimen 
he ard this newes how the Dake was ſitting in Judge- 
ment againſt one that had marthered his ſonne, which 
ne wes as it dꝛoue him into a wonder, lo it made him 
ha te ſpœdilp to the place. to knowthe effec of the mat⸗ 
ter: and he came tyit her iuſt at the beginning of Philos 
melas ozation. 

Seeing there foze two pleading thus fo2 death, be 


bimſelfe being alyne, and hia father ready tocondemne 


the innocent: he commaunded the companye to giue 
wap, came and ſwewed himlelſe, and ſaid:mape it pleaſe 
pour grace à am here, whome theſe confeſle ther haue 
flatne, 

At this the Duke Tart vppe, and all the fanders by 
were in a maſe. At laſt to dꝛyue them out of their dũps, 
he toulde them that hee thought that the man that was 
murthered. and taken foz him, was a lane with whome 
the day befoze he had changed apparell. 

Che Duke fo iope to ſe his ſon, was a great while 
mute: At laſt hee beganne to examine the matter. why 
theſe two did plead themſelucs guilty:Philippo anſwe⸗ 
red foz diſpaite, as weary of his lyfe. Philomela ſaid, 
fo; the ſafetie ofher buſband,chooling rather to die, the 
be any wapes ſh ould ſaffer pꝛeiudice. 

Che Sicilians at this, loking Philomela in the face, 
ſhouted at her woundzous vertues , and Philippo in a 
ſound betwerne arcefe and ioy, was carried awaye halle 
dead to his lodging: where he had not lyen two houres, 
but in an extaſie he ended his lyfe. The Dake of Mil- 
laine diſcoueredhimſelfe, who by the Duke of Palermo 
was highlpe intertained. 

Bat Philomela hearing of the death of her huſband, 
fell into extreame paſſiones, and although Arnaldo 
Strozzo deſired her in marriadge : yet (hee returned 
dome to. Uenice , and there lined the deſolate uy” 
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dal Philippo Medici al her lyfe:which conffant chaffety 
made her ſo famous, that in her lyfe Chee was honozed 

as the Paragon of vertue, and after her death 

ſolemnely , and with wonderfull honoz 
intombed in S. Parkes Church, 
and her fame holden ca⸗ 
nonized vntil this 

day in Ue- 

nice. 
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